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The mportant correspondence which fills the |ture of their country being destroyed or neglected’ 
jatter pages of the present number, will be continued jin their terrible struggle for life and liberty; and the 
‘Yn the first pages of the next—as is our custom, when |frieads of humanity are called upon to aid in rescu- 


dompelled to divide long articles. 





Tue NEXT Census. On the motion of Mr. Little, a 
eommitiee has becn raised in the house of represen 
tatives for establishing the ratio of representation 

revious to the 5th census, or numbering of the peo- 

ple of the United States—which we most earnestly 
wish may be carried into fullest effect, and become a 
jaw. If so, a vast amount of cutting and carving, giv- 
ing and taking, heat and passion, and waste of time 
that might be usefully employed, will be avoided. In 
our present uninformed condition of the population of 
the several states, a ratio may be established which 
chall rather regard the welfare of the whole union 
than the peculiar situation of any individual state, 
and thus the house of representatives ought to be 
constituted; and we heartily desire that the ratio! 
may be so increased that the probable number of | 
wnembers Will not amount to more than 150 or 160—| 
which is as great a body of persons as can be collect-| 
ed together, under almost any circumstances, for the | 
advantageous transaction of business. And we may 
safely calculate, as a general rule, that 150 persons 
will render the public the same good service as 200, 
and in one fourth less time, and with more than one 
fourth less of useless speaking. We shall revert to 
this very interesting suvject as soun as we have a lit- 
tle space at our own disposal. 

Corton aoops, imported into Mexico, are to be ra- 
lued, for duty, at four and five reals per vara. The 
real is 124 cents, and 108 varas are equal to 100 








ing them from starvation. Many warm-hearted peo- 


ple at Philadelphia have taken up the subject, and 


itis proposed to despatch one or more vessels to 
Greece, with provisions, to supply which the best 
charities of our nature sre excited. Some considera- 
ble progress has been made in this good work, and the 
example, we trust, will be followed up in other places, 
It is expected that a vessel of 250 or $00 tons, will 
forthwith leave Philadelphia with food for the Greeks 

From Great Briraw. A “king’s messenger” are 
rived at Washington a few days ago, from London, 
via New York, with despatches,said to contain a con- 
vention, coneluded at London, the effect of which 
will be to settle the difference between the Ameri- 
can and British governments under the treaty of 
Ghent, by which the execution of the provision for 
indemnity for deported property has been hitherto 
for some time delayed. This information will be 
very acceptable to those in this country whose inte- 
rest isinvalved in it. The convention has, of course, 
yet to receive the assent of the president and senate. 

The despatches, itis said, do not materially reiate 
to any other subject than this. 

The London Morning Chronicle, of the 14th Nov. 
says— Meetings on the subject of the corn laws are 


inow frequent. The Jandholders have signaliy failed 


in their attempts toinduce the tenantry to sail in the 
same boat with them. The parties in the field are 
now therefore the owners of the soil versus the rest 
of the population. 

In all the great towns the people are bestirring 








yards. Tis cottons are valued at 50 and 624 cents 
pervara; the duty on importation is 25 per cent. on 
the valuation, and 25 per cent more is charged when 
they are sent into the interior. The duty then on 
cotton goods which cest 12 or 15 cents per yard in 
the United Siates. is from 25 to 314 cents per yard— 
or 250 per cent. oa the prime cost. 





Consuts recently acknowl-dged by the president of the 
United Siates. James Clark Buchanan, British vice 
consul at New York; Heury Perret, Neapolitan vice 
consul at New Orleans; James Andrews, Colombian 
Vice consul at Boston; Savier Medina, Colombian 
vice consui at New York; Edward Barry, Colombian 
Vice consul at Philadelphia; Thomas Middleton, Co- 
lombian vice consul at Charleston; Charles Picot, 
vice consul from Pope Leo the 12ih, at Philadelphia; 
J, B. A.M Dseza, Freneh vice consul at Norfolk; 
William Read, Neapolitan vice consul at Philadel- 
Phia; Martin Mantin, vice cousul of Loo 12th at 
New York; Henry Perret, do. do. at New Orleans. 





Tue Greens. Mr. M. Carey, with his usual zeal to 
do good, has published a powerful appeal! to our sym- 
pathies, in behalf of the suffering Greeks, accom- 
panied vy a letter from Mr. Edward Everett, of the 


themselves. On Saturday there was a meeting at 
|Leeds. On Wednesday the chamber of commerce of 
| Manchester met, and some of the first merchants of 
jihat great capital of the manufacturing distri¢ts at+ 
\tended it. The chamber say, in their resolutions, 
that the corn laws have ‘been silently and gra- 
‘dually undermining the commerce and manufactures 
of this country,”—that they “indispose other coun- 
tries to the admission of our corn and manufactures,’” 
and ‘tin every case they are driven to manufacture 
for themselves ata muck earlier period than they 
otherwise would have done.” That ‘this fact hag 
been remarkably exemplified in the case of the U. 
States of North America, where they not only manu- 
facture for themselves most of the coarser fabrics 
which were formerly supplied from this country, but 
actually export they in large quantities, and oppose our 
‘manufacturesin the markets of Seuth America and of the 
Mediterranean, in a wide and successful competition.” 
Bt Flt is sisted that the convention entered into 
by Mr. Gallatin, with the British government fixes 
the compensation to be paid for slaves, tobacco and 
other property, carried off by the British subsequent 
to the treaty of Ghent, at $1,200,000. The amount 
claimed by the states of Maryiand, Virginia, Loui- 
| siana and Georgia, aid Alexandria in tbe Dist. of Co- 


| 





~~ ne. a 


house of representatives, communicating information | !umbia, was $1,543,000 in the following proportions: 





Which he had received from our countryman Jarvis, Maryland, $280,000 
Who bas distinguished iimself in the military service Virginia, 520,000 
of that distressed people. We regret the want of Louisiana, 450,000 
room to copy these feeling articles—however they Georgia, 480.000 
have been weil spread before the peepie through the Atexandria, D. C 113,00u 
Newspapers. It is evident thatthe Grecks are suf | aggre 
fering excessively for the want of food—the agricul . $1,843,000 
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West Nias teape. Oo Monday last the president: 
of the United States transmitted tothe house of re- | 
presentatives, a letter received from Mr. Gallatin 
sinee the commencement of the session; on which 
the Notional Journal says.—The letter from Mr. 
Gallatin to the secretary of state, furnishes sufficient 
evidence of the propriety of the course hitherto pur- 
ened by the guvernment of the United States, in en- 
deavoring by negotiation to effect an accommoda- 
lion of the differences existing with England, in re- 
Jation to their colonialtrade. The provisions of the 
various acts of parliament have so envoloped the 
whole subject in obscurity, and left so many points 





explanation by that government, it will be impossible 
to understand what they mean, and unsafe for our 
own to art upon any construction which it may sup- 





ee. 
Se ene eee o- 
ee 


Resolved, That the president of the United States 
be requested to take such steps as are usdal, and as 
he may deem expedient and proper, for the Purpose 
of, and preparatory to, the holding of a treaty With 
the Cherokee Indians, the object of which shall be 
to extinguivh the title to all or any part of the land 
now in their possession, within the limits of Geor. 
gia. 

Resolved, That if sneh treaty be held, the president 
be respectfully requested to instruct the commission. 
ers to grant, if necessary to facilitate a suecessfy; 
completion of the same, reserves of Jan4, in favor 
of certain Indians of the nation, not to exceed one. 


jectto future purchase by the general governmey: 
for the exclusive benefit of Georgia. 
Resolved, That his exceliency the governor, be re. 


‘come to an understanding of their true intent and 


} 
| 
for differenee of opinion, that in the absence of an sixth of the territory to be acquired, and to be sub. 
| 
! 
| 
| 
| 


pose to be the correctone. In the concluding para- | quested to forward a copy of the foregoing repor; 
graph of the extract from Mr. Gaillatin’s letter he | and resolutions to the president of the United States, 
eu tS— ‘| and one to oursenators and representatives in cop. 
‘It seems to me that the intricacy of these several | gress, with a request that they use their best exer. 
acts of parliament and the difficulty of understand: , tions to obtain the object therein expressed. 
ing their precise meaning, might have been consider | chute 
ed by the government of Great Britain asasufficient}] Execrrons, &e. John McKinley, esq. had been 
reason, why that of the United States might nothave appointed a senator of the United States, by the legis. 
been disposed to accept the conditions on which, by | lature of Alabama, vice Mr Pickens, declined. H's 
those acts, the intercourse was opened with the | majority over Clement C Clay. esq. was three votes 
British colonies, without having previously at leasi,| John Taytor, esq. for several years a member of 
| congress, has-been elected governor of South “aro. 
meaning. In pointof fact, it was understood by the | lina, for the constitutional term of two vears. For 
American government, that one cf those conditions, Mr Taylor 113 votes, gen. Carr 49, in joint baltot. 
was a prohibition to export goods in American ves-| A letter from gen Barnard, recently elected a se- 
sels. from those colonies, to any other country than! nator from Pennsylvania, is published, in which he 
the United States.” states that he had been an early friend of gen Jack. 
(Mr Gallatin’s opinion, of the “intricacy” of the! sou for the presideney—and that his sentiments and 
acts of parliament, is perfectly sustained by the | feelings towards himremain unchanged He adds, that 
practice of different British officers, in different colo- while he thus expresses his individual feelings, he 
nies, respecting them; almost every one construing | shall, in bis representative capacity, support all mea- 
them ina manner peculiar to bimself, } sures which he coneeivcs to be just, and onpose all of 
uw contrary eharacter, ‘tet them emanate from what 
ever authority they may.” This is as rt should be. 
and the general appearance of things has changed for We revert to tnis election. hewever, chiefly to in- 
the hetter. Many public papers have reached us, troduce the following extract from the ‘Harrisburg 
Dut we are so much engaged with our own that we! Chronicle” of Thursday tast— 
cannot give place to them just now. Nothing, how-} “A paragraph in this paper, of the 7th of December, 
ever, of adecisive character had taken place, but a | in which the persons spoken of for U S_ senator 
| 


ee 





Corommia. We hear of the arrival of Bolivar, 


a we 
- — 


disposition was manifest to restore and preserve the! weie named, before a nomination had been made i 
former order of things. We hope that peace and | either branch of the legisiature, has been misinter 
security may remain with Colombia. | preted by Mr. Niles. in his Register of the 16th I 
) | Was nut intended by the writer of this, to apply Wo 

E.ection oF presipent. From South Carolina, | general Barnard, the words “sone who with claims 
we learn, (says the National Intelligencer), that the | bald sets up preten-ions so exceedingly arrogant.” 
tiouse of representatives. having gone into a com-, Mr. Niles,’ we admit, is the strictly literal construc 
mittee on that part of the message of the governor | ‘ion; but itis not according to the spirit of our pare 
which recommends an alieration of the constitution: graph. Gen. Barnard has “done the state some set 
of the United States so as take forever from congress, | vice,’ which we would, not under & y circumstaiee, 





in any event, the power of electing the president— | attempt to depreciate: and we estceim him as a man. 
the committee determined to rise, and ask cave to/ li is unnecessary to say who we did mean, now; bit 
be discharged from the further consideration of the | for the satisfaction of our “friends at a distance,” We 
sulsect, aod did aceordingly rise, and were discharg | moy mention that general Barnard was not our firs! 
ed by analmo-t unanimous Vote. This appevrs to be} or second choice for U. 8S senator, and that at Her 
considered, by the Carolina papers, as a conclusive | risburg there is no occasion for telling the meav'tg 
vote for the present session, | of our somewhat-amliguous paragraph. That g M. 
| ae Ke ery body wishes. or is, af least, willing, we | Barnard “*was elected by a heteroge: eous vote” |s 
beiieve, ihat the election of president of the United | mo-t evident, for cut of 127 votes he obtained 19° 
Stutes should never devolve on the house of repre- | Gen. Jackson witl receive just such a heterogencov 
senfatives hut few can agree as to the means that) vote in Pennsyivania, in 1828.” 
should be acopted in heu fit. It is no easy matter er We would bot misinterpret” the language of 
to balance the federal and the pepular principle, one! any man, and so insert the whole of the explanatory 
with the other, better than they are; and, if the one; paragraph. We took no part inthe election! and 
is extended, the other may be Jess safe than it is. | aught that we might say of it would not alter one jot 
Regarded in any possidie light, itis q subject that) or tittle of the fucts that belonged toit. The “Chro- 
dcimnands great consicgeration. nicle” was quoted for the sole and simple purpose ° 
shewing that discontent existed because of the elec 
Groneia. Cherokee lands. The following resolu- | tion of gen Barnard—and we had also supposed that 
tions have unarimonsly passed both branches of the | Mr. Ingham would have been preferred by the legi* 
j¢gislature of Georgia, now in session: | lature of Pennsylvania; but we offered no commes! 
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on the proceedings had, nor is it our practice to do 
so. Nor did we int/rpret the words of the ‘‘Chroni- 
cle’—they were given just as we found them. The 
polite manner in which the editor, however, has re- 
curred to the subject, deserves our thanks, and we 
respectfully tender them. 

Mr. Heman Allen has been elected, on the second 
trial, a representative in congress from Vermont, to 
fill the place of Mr Meech, who declined a poll. Mr. 

“Jonathan Hunt has received a plurality of the votes 
in the district represented by Mr. Bradley, who also 
declined a poll—but a majority not being obtained, a 
third trial to make a choice must be had. ‘This 1s 
very troublesome. Cui bono? 





Curckasiws ann Crhocraws. Florence, .Mla. Nov. 
30—Gen. Coffee and gen. Clarke, commissioners, 
William S. Fulton, esq secretary, and col. O'Fallon, 
of St. Louis, reached this place on the 28th instant, 
having made use of every consistent elfort to attain 
the consent of the Indians to treat, found them firm 
in their determination not to seil their lands. The 
most liberal propositions were made them to no pur- 
pose—every altemptto convince them of the fact 
that the contemplated change must be beneficial to 
them, was fruitiess. Both nations have taken a de- 
cided stand, that cannot be altered by any present 
inducements; and from all that we can learn, it evi- 
dently appears, that, without a change of policy, there 
is no prospect of ever eftecting their removal. 





FOREIGN NEWS. 
[ Omitted last week. | 
Russia. The Persians have been severely defeated 
inseveral battles’ They appear utterly unable to resist 
the Russians, anda large accession of territory tothe 
latter may be expected! Considerable efforts are 


made to shew that this war was entire/y unprovoked | 


on the partof Russia, and so the facts appear. But 
we yet have only one side of the question. 


A notice hias been issued by the council of the | 


Russian empire, accompanied by the emperor’s ssnc- 
tion, holding forth great advantages to such Mahome 
tans Or pagans, as May embrace Christianity. 

We well knew the seusifireness of Great Bri. 
tain, as to the further extension of the Russian em 


._ pire eastward by the conquest of Persia, and on thts 


subject the British Press sass— 


“It is in vain to altempt to disguise the question | 


concerning this war. The interest of Persia is scarce 


ly more compromised by it than that of Great Bri- ; 


tain: and settled t must be without further encroach 

meat on the partof Russia, or England must at least 
obtiin sume advantage equivalent to that of Russia, 
and sufficient to render her sucressive acquire. 
meats of uo importance as points of stlack ov our 
Indian possessions. The spirit of couquest has in- 
fected the whole nation of Russia; and, disguise i as 
We may, something must be dune in the outy practi 

cadie way to check her career 

“It is not likely that the genera! peace of Europe 
Will remain uninterrupted for many years longer.” 

The Russian regular ariway operating against Per- 
sia, is estivated at 30,000 men—they are some of 
the best soidiers in the service. Tne irregular torce 
is nuinerous. 

Greece. A statement of the Greck frigate concern 
at New York. ie pub.ished in the Loadon papers. The 
Times says, “*we have almost exhausted our fund of 
investigation and indignation on the Englisn contrac- 
tors tor Greek loans; and therefore have but little leit 
to bestow ou ihe conduct of the American couttac- 
tors ” 

Lord Cochrane was at Marseilles, at the last ac- 
coustof him. There is a report that he was avout to 
purchase the frigate jately bDuiit for the pacha ol 
Rsypt, and not paid for, according to eouteract. 


‘Benda Oriental. 
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In the general result of events, the Greeks appear 
to have had the advantage during the late campaign— 
and, with the exception of a few fortresses, have 
| possession of all the western coasts of the Morea. 

The pacha of Egypt is obtaining large supplies of 
munitions of war from England—and appears not 
to have met with “mistakes, detentions or tricks.” 

From Gibraliar. The last Gibraltar papers contain 
a proclamation, issued by ihe governor of Gibraltar, 
the effect of which wiil be to exclude the cruisers of 
|the South American states, which have become so 
troublesome to Spain on her own coasts, from mak~- 
ing the port of Gibraltar a place of rendezvous. 
The proctamation declares that all subjects of the 
belligerent parties are “‘prohibited from making the 
/portof Gibraltar a place of rendezvous for any war 
ike purpose, or with a view of obtaining facilities 
of equipment; and farther, are prohibited bringing 

in (except in case of distress) any prize, or any 
_partof the cargo of prizes, which they may make on 
the commerce of their opponents.”” The Gibraltar 
Chronicle of the 12th of October states that an Al- 
gerine squadron, consisting of three corvettes, two 
_brigs, and three schooners, has been cruizing some 
| days off Cape de Gatt, and when last seen they had 
| with them five lateen crafts, apparently Spanish pri- 
|zes, and were seen to chase another ashore. 


| Chili. Gen. Freyre, supreme director of Chili, in 
his address at the opening of the congress, on the 4th 
‘of Juty last, says that he has appointed an agent for 
the government of the United States, in consequence 
(of their promptitude in acknowledging the indepen- 

dence of his country, and to draw closer the bonds 
of friendship. He attributes the late revolt at Chi- 
'loe, to the perfidy of the faction of certain banished 
| persons io Peru, who pretend to implicate Bolivar. 


Admiral Blanco has been elected president of 
Chui, in place of Freyre, who declined a re-si¢e- 
| tion. 

Buenos Ayres. There is no present prospect of a 
termination of the war with Brazil, through lord 
Ponsonty’s mediation at Rio Janerio. All articles of 
import are very high—specie scarce, and at nearly 
| double the price of the paper currency. About 4000 
‘menhad been impressed to reinforce the army in the 
A decree against private banking 





i 
] 





has been issued. 

| Colombia. The vice president of this republic has 
issued the following decree. 

| Francisco De. P. Santander, of the liberators ofs 
Veoezuela and Cundinamarca, vice president of the 

repubitc, charged with the executive power, &c. &e. 


| The government having been informed of the 
death of Thomas Jefferson and John Adams, ex-presi- 
| dents of the United States of America, members of the 
| first federai congre:s, and firm and enlightened sus- 
| tainers of the Declaration of Independence, who died 
|ow the fourth of July last, on the fiftieth anniversary 
‘of that declaration; and it being incumbent on Co- 
‘lombia to give proofsof the respect due to the vir- 
‘tues of those two distinguished magistrates, and vene- 
‘factors of the human race, andof the esteem it has 
‘for the eminent services with which they, during 
their administration, exalted the glory and felicity 
of the first sovereign state of emancipated America: 
| rusting that all those who appreciate thew vir- 
‘tues and their beroie efforts for the public good-will 
manifest the sorrow which most be consequent on 
iso yreat a loss: Deerees, 

| Art. 1 The army and navy of Colombia shall 
wear mourning, conformatly to the ordinance and the 
decree in this matter, for three days after that in 
which the decree shall be received 

Art. 2. For the same time all the public ofirere 

lof Colombia shall wear a kveot of blac& crape un the 
phofl arm. 
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Art. 3. The secretary of state in the department 
of foreign affairs, is entrusted with;the duty of cum- 
Biunicating this decree. 

Bogota, Sept. 22, 1826. 

Francisco De P. SanTANDER. 

For the vice president, entrusted with the execu- 
tive power of the republic, 

The secretary of state in the department of fo- 
reign affvirs, . 

Joss Rarae. ReEvENGA. 

The “Bogota Constitutional” says—Under date of 
the 20th of August, welearn from Panama, that an 

envoy from Greece to the liberator had arrived in 
that eity, to offer him two husdred vessels, the great- 
er part of them armed, and 4000 sailors, and to re- 
quest of bim agrant of land in return, to be occupied 
by the families who are about to emigrate, in conse- 
quence of their recent ill success and the cruelties 
of the Turks. 

The behaviour of the envoy is so perfectly modest, 
and he describes the distresses of his country 
80 pathetically, that the greatest interest has been ex- 
hibited io his favor. 

Hoyti. The accounts from this is'and represent 
the people as being greatly distressed by the loss of 
trade, in consequence of the stipulations with France. 
Treasonable projects are also spoken of—and a vio- 
lent rupture with the French government is intimated. 


EE 
LTBi5. 
[OMITTED LAST WEEK ] 

A paper by the last arriva: from Eng'and, contains 
8 letier from captain Clapperton, the celebrated En- 
giish traveller in Africa, It is dated at Hio, or EL yo, 
the capital of Yowreba, 22d February, 1826, and 
Says: 

I have been well used here; and depart in two 
days tor Yeuri, where poor Park was killed. 1 will 
get ali tis papers, if not sent home by Beilo, and 
hear every circumstance connected with his death. 
I have made important discoveries here, as every 


foot is new ground. I have passed over a range of 
hiils which were not known to exist before; and 


triversed one of the most extensive kingdoms in. 


Afviea, the very name of which was unknown to 
Europeans. In the capital of this kingdom I bave re- 
muined upwards of two months. The celebrated 
Niger is only two days journey to the eastward of 


me; its course to the sea in the Bight of Benin, can 
be no longer doubtful. 


The amount of tolls received on the Erie and 
Champlain canals, during the year which has just 
terminated, is estimated at about 700,000 dollars. 

During a late gale on lake Erie, the waters rose 


from six to seven feet above their ordinary level! at 
Buflfaio. 


Capt. Robert Flenley has been appointed to the 
command of the naval station of Charleston (S. C.) 


A plan and proposals for a ‘Philadelphia ex- | 
change,” have been submitted to the people of that 


city. The capital stock is 200,000 dollars. 


On the Darlington and Stockton railway, the first 
eoustructed in England for the conveyance of per- 
sons, six or seven coaches already start daily from 
each place, and, upon an average, 150 passengers per 
gay, or 54,750 per year, travel by this novel mode. 


The legislatures of several of the states are in 


session. John Tyler has been re-elected governor 
of Virginia. 


A new — boat of 350 tons, was launched in 
Raltimore on Monday jast. She is to ply between 


Baltimore and Norfetk, and is called the “Thomas 
Jefferson.” 


_ ai 


Joseph Ritner, has been re-elected speaker of the 
house of representatives, and Alexander Mahon 
speaker of the senate of Pennsylvania—both unani- 
mously. The former clerks have also been retained. 


The British military officers at Kingston, Jam. 


}bave several times employed the bayonets of their 


men to settle private disputes between themselves and 
the citizens—which appears to have added much to 
the irritated feelings of the latter, in consequence of 


certain proceedings of the British government in re- 
Jation to the slaves. 


| The sales of the four ships formerly belonging to: 
| Edward Thompson, took place at Philadelptia, a few 
days since, atthe following prices: Woodrop Sims, 
12,550 dollars; Benjamin Rush, 9,300 dollars; Tho- 


{mas Scattergood, 11,500 dollars; Addison, 9,400 dol- 


lars. [These are first rate vessejs, and the prices 
shew a great depreciation in the value of this kind 
of property.] 

A silver mine of extraordinary richness, is said to 
be discovered in ons of the provinces of Buenos 
Ayres. It isavein of native silver, of more than three 
feet width at its commencement, and the metal caa 
be cut out with achisel. Itis said that there is every 


reason to believe that it extends for a great dis- 
| tance. 


The court of Cassation, at Paris, decided an im- 
portant point respecting the slave trade on the coast 
of Africa. The question proposed for its decision 
| was whether simple preparations for carrying on the 
{trade, subject the parties to the penalties iuflieted on 
those whoare proved to have taken part in this infa- 
mous traffic? The court decided in the aflirmative. 


The schooner Erie, with a cargo valued at 30,000 
dollars, has been driven ashore in a gale on the iake, 





| but was got off with the damage to vessel and Cargo 
‘of about 16,000 dollars. 





General Swift has been tried and acqnitted of the 
‘charge of conspiracy, &c. at New York; and the case 


| against Samuel L. Gouverncur has deen dismissed in 


a manner honorable to him. It appears that tae last 
| homed gentieman has been himself severely swindled; 
and, indeed, all of the rest who had either reputation 
or money to lose, have suffered much in one or the 
other, or both Thomas Hyattand S. T. Jackson were 
on trial, as president and secretary of the U. S. Lum- 
bard association. In his opening, the district aitor- 
ney was very severe upon the parties. Among other 
things he averred that but only ten per cent. of a ca- 
| pital of $300,000 was originally paid in, and that 
| within the first year, upon the strength of this, bonds 
| were issued to the amount of more than a million of 
|dollars. He concluded by observing, that of all the 
‘enormous frauds that had been committed by the 
broken monied institutions in this city, this was by 
far the worst in its character. 

[ifyatt has been found guilty, and Jaekson-acquit- 
ted. The trial of several others was to take place. 
Never were such scenes of money-manufacturing dis 
closed as these trials have brought forth. } 


enn hee Eee 








| Nineteenth Congress—2nd_ Session. 


IN THE SENATE. 

December 13. Mr. Silsbee presented the petition of 
Ebenezer Oliver and others, of Massachusetts, pray- 
ing for indemnification for certain (Yazoo) lands re- 
leased by them. Referred. 

Many petitions were presented and referred. 
| Mr. Dickerson obtained leave and introduced the 
fellowing bill: 

“A bill to provide for the distribution of a part of 


the revenue of the United States among the seve< 
ral states of the union. 
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«Be it enacted, &c. That the secretary of the trea- 
sury be authorized and required, under such regula- 
tions as he may think proper to prescribe, to divide 
amongst the several states of the union, iu the ratio 
of direct taxation, the sum of five millions of dollars, 
on the first day of January, ove thousand eight hun- 
dred aad twenty-eight; five millions of dollars, on 
the first day of January, one thousand eight hundred 
and twenty-nine; five millions of dollars, on the Grst 
day of January, one thousand eight hundred and 
thirty; and five millions of dollars, on the first day 
of January, one thousand eight hundred and thiriy- 
one; Which sums shall be taken from the annual sum 
of ten miliions of dollars appropriated to the sinking 
fund, by the second section of the act, approved on 
the third day of March, one thousand eight hundred 
and seventeen, entitled ‘‘an act to provide for the 
redemption of the public debt.” 

The bili was read. 

The following summary ex planation of the effect 
of the bill is added by Mr. D.: 

Although this bill does not prescribe the manner in| 
which the money, when distributed among the states, | 
shall be applied, yet the first object of the measure is 
to create funds in the several states for the promo- 
tion of education and internal improvement. The 
manner in which these funds shall be applied, is left, 
as it should be, to the states respectively. The bill 
provides for the distribution of twenty millions of 
dollars in four years, commencing on the first of Ja 
nuary, 1828, and ending on the Orst of January, 1831. ! 
Should this experiment succeed, it is proposed io 
continue and to extend the system, as the interest of 
the country may require. 

By acalculation, coutained in a report of the com 
mittee to which this subject was referred at ihe Jast 
‘session of congress, made upon the ordinary reve- 
nues and ordinary expenditures of the government. | 
it appears that, on the first day of January, 1531, the; 
whole of the six per cent. dedDt may be extinguished, | 
aud twenty millions of doilars distributed among the 
states, as provided for in the bill; and two and a half 
millions of dollars be left in the treasury gt that line; 
that, thereafter, the dividends may 5c increased to ten 
millions of doliars annually, and the public deot be | 
gradually diminished, so that, on the first day of Jan. 
1838, the whole of the six per cent. five per cent. 
and four and a half percent. debt may be extinguish 
ed, amounting to $67,689,306, interest paid upon the 
same, and upon the three per ceat. debt up to that 
date, to the amount of $23,425,021 03; and that divi- 
deuds may be made among the states, in that time, to 
the amount of $29 ,666,734—and that, after that date, 
fifteen millions of dollars may be divided annuaily 
among the states; leaving the small amount of six 
per cent. debt to be redeemed at a more distant pe- 
riod. The united effect of the sums thus to be distri- 
buted, when added to the funds already devoted, aod 
hereafter to be devoted, by the states, respectively, 
to the purposes of education and internal improve- 
Ment, will probably surpass any thing that the most 
Sanguine friends of the country have anticipated. | 

Mr. Barton submitted the following resoiutivn, 


which, after some remarks, was agreed to— 

Resolved, ‘That the committee on pudlic lands be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of encouraging the cultivaturs of 
the soil, and roultiplying the wusmber of tr ders m the United 
States, by making donations of small tracts of such of the public 
Jands as shall have been previously offered for sale, and remained 
unsold for » given time, to such persons as will actually iuhavit 
an@ cultivate the same for some reasunable term of years. 

December 14. On motion of Mr. Thomas, the me- 
morial of the state of Hiinois, presented at a tormer 
session, praying for a donation of land to enable them 
to connect the waters of lake Michigan and the Illi- 


nois river, was referred to the committee on roads 
and canals. 


— 











legislature of Pennsyivania, for the term oi «ix 
yerrs, commencing on the 4th March next. 


On motion of Mr. Reed, it was 

Resolord, That the secretary of war be directed to report to 
this house what progress, if any, bas been made in the survey of 
a few route tor the national rowd, from ths city to New Orleans, 
to pass west of the mountains in the state Tennessee, and 
thence by Huntsville, in the state of Alabama, ati Columbus, 
in Manroe county, state of Mississippi, te Batun Rouge, in 
the state of Louisiana. 


On motion of Mr. Hendricks it was 

Resolved, ‘Vhot the committee on rusds aud canals be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of aiding the state of Indiana 
iv Opening a canal communication bewween the waters of lake 
Erie and the Wabash river, sy putting at the disposal of ber le 
gisiature an appropriation of public lands for that purposes 

Messrs. Dickerson, Rewan, Woodbury, Holmes Branch, 
White,and Bell were appointed a sciect committee on 
the bili offered yesterday by Mr Dickerson 

Mr Barton asked and obtained leave to introduce 
the following bills— 

A bill to graduate the price of the public lands, and 
cede the refuse to the statesin whieh they lie. 

A bill to relieve John Smith and Wiisun P. Hunt 
from a demand held against them by the United 
States. 

A oill to authorize the president to expose to sale 
the reserved lead mines of Missouri, &c. 

A bill to compensate certain persons for depreda- 
tions committed by certain Indian tribes. 

A bill to authorize the president to dispose of cer- 
tain property in the state of Missouri. 

A bill to authorize the president to expose for sale 
the reserved salt springs in the state of Missouri. 

These bills were read the first time. 

After a short time spent in executive business, the 
senate adjourned. 

December 15. Mr. Ruggles presented a memorial 
signed by the members of the legislature of Ohio, 
stating that a company had been incorporated hy 
that legislature, for the construction of a turnpike 
road from Columbus to Sandusky, and praying for an 
appropriatio: of tand in furtherance of that object. 

Mr Johnston, of Lou. presented a resvlution of the 
legisiature of that state, instructing the senators, and 
requesting the representatives from that state, in 
congress, to exert their efforts to procure the pas- 
sage of a law, meking the following amendment, to 
the revenue laws, viz: 


That all goods, entered for exportation, may be 
warehoused for two years, in stores to be p rovided 
by government, or by the importer, under the lock of 
gevernment, and under such regulations as govern- 
ment may think fit; and that the secretary of the 
treasury may be permitted to grant further time for 
any such goods to remain warehoused, ii he shali see 
cause to do so. 


That spirits may be imported in casks of eighteen 
gallons, or upwards, and that the proprietor of waree 
housed goods may be permitted, under such regula- 
tions as may be adopted by government, to unpack, 
sort, separate, and repack, any such goors, and to 
make such jawful alteration therein as may be ne- 
cessary for their preservation, or for their sale and 
shipment. 

Tuat the formalities required at present for can- 
celling bonds given op the exportation of debden- 
ture goods, be repealed, and that, in lieu of the cere 
tificate of lauding, as. now required, an officer of the 
customs may accompany all goods so exported, until 
at sea. 

Tbe resolutions were referred to the committee on 
commerce. 

The following resolution presented yesterday by 
Mr. Reed was taken up: 

Resolved, That the coa.mittee on pubic lands be cdireected to 


inqnine into the constitutional power of congress to sopens o: the 
public lands or any part thereof, with.n any state, for the weernal 





The vice president communicated the credentials of 
Mr. Isaac D. Baruard, appointed asgenator by the’ 





improvement thereul; and also into the justice and esp. cheney of 
oppeep rating a poruwou of the publie lands in cach state, in 
vhich sueb landsare situdt.¢, w the wyrovcmenut of th: navi 
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gable streams in such states, respectively, and tu the opening of 
roads aad constructing canals within the same.” 


Mr. Reed supported his resolution by sundry ex- 
planatory remarks. Mr. Barton suggested an amend- 
ment—ailowing that part of the resolution which re- 
lated ito the expediency of the measure, to go to the 
committee generally, without making it obligatory 
upon them to report upon the constitutional question. 

Mr. Reed acceded to the amendment. The ques- 
tion being put upon eyreeing to the resolution, il was 
lost. Ayes 12, noes 16. 

The following motion submitted yesterday by Mr. 
Johnson, of Ky. was consjdered and agreed to. 

Resolved, That, the committee on the district of Columbia be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of releasing the Colum- 
Dian college in dic district of Columbia trom certain obligations 


contracted with the secretary of the treasury, amounting w 
25,958 uollars, 12 cents, with interest on the same. 
n motion of Mr. White. 

Resolved, That, the committee on the judiciary be instructed 
to inquire into the propriety pf so amending the judiciary system 
ot the United States as to extend the same equally to all the states 
in the union. 


Several ptivate bills were received from the house 
of representatives, which were read and referred; 
and then the senate adjourned. 


Deeember 18 Various procedings were had which 
will appear in their progress. Two or three bills 
were ordered to a third reading. 

December 19. Much minor busines was attended 
to this day. 

Mr Hewune, from the committee to whom was com- 
mitted a bil] to establish an uniform system of bank- 
ruptcy, reported the bill, with several amendments 
apd additions; and, 

On motion of Mr. Hoyne, the biil was made the 
order of the day for Tuesday next. 


: : ae 
Mr. Johnson, of Ken. submitted a resolutiou which 


had for its object an enquiry into the expediency of 


sstablishing a national armory on Licking river, | 


Kentucky, &c. Various other sites were proposed 
to be embraced in the enquiry. The resolution was 
Jaid upon the table till to-morrow. 

Some private or local bills were passed. 


On motion of Mr. Holmes, it was 

Resolved, Vhat the committee on finance be instrneted tp in- 
quire into the expediency of altering or diminishing the duties on 
articles imported from beyond the Cape of Good Hupe, aud on 
wines, sugars, and coffee, ‘ . 

The senate spent some time on executive business 
and then adjourned: 


December 20. A number of petitions were present- 


ed and referred, and a goud deal of other preparatory | 


business transacted. 

Mr. Smith, of Md. submitted the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the commitiec on the post office and post roads 
be instructed to inquire ito the justice and exapedicney of atlow- 
ing distributing postinesters a specific sum for clerk hive in cases 
where the gross amount of their commissions does not exceed 
15,000 dollars per annum: and also whether it wold not be proper 
to allow them compensation for the distribution, as well as fur the 
delivery of free lettcrs, or to change the present system so as to 
allow for dist: ibution, in liew of the delivery of letters, 


Several bilis and resolutions were acted upon. 

Some executive papers having been received, the 
senate then wert into consideration of executive bu- 
siness: afier which the doors being opened, the se- 
nate adjournec. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Wednesday, Dec 13. Sundry local or private mat- 
ters were disposed of. 

The following resolution, introduced by Mr. Living- 
ston yesterday, was taken up, read, and agreed to by 
the house: 

Resolved, Vhet the secretary of war be directed to lay before 
this heuse such imtormation as mey be in his department, relative 


tu the plan and estimates fur making a canal between the river 
Mississippi and lake Ponchartrain.” 


‘The lollowing resolution, introduced by Mr. Smith, 
yesterday, was taken up, read, and agreed to by the 
Huuse? 


Resolved, That the secretary of war be directed? to comnmurr 
cate to this house the report of the engineers appoiited to exa- 
mine and ascertain the practicability of uniting, by a canal, the 
waters of the James and Kenhawa rivers.’ 

Mr. Barney laid on the table fur consideration to- 
morrow, the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the seerctary of the navy be direeted to report 
to this house the result of the reecnt survey of the harbor of Bal. 
timore with a view to ascertain its practical facilities for the es- 
tablishment of a navy yard. [Agreed to next day.) 


Mr. Haile, of Mississippi, submitted the following 
resolutions: 

1- Resolved, That the committee on the public lands be instruct. 
ed to inquire into the expediency of making provision for the dis- 
posal of such lands as may have! een offered fur sale, and remain 
unsold, so as to enable purchasers to prucure small tracts at re- 
duced prices 

2. Resolved, That the committee on public lands be further in- 
j Stiucted tu inquire into the expediency of authorizing persons 
who have purchased lands at the goverament price to enter a cer- 
tain quantity of barren and unproductive lands eommonty calicd 
pine lands, that may be ip the vicinity of (heir tracts, m which they 
may reside, at reduce 8 prices. 

3. Hesofved, "Vhat the committee on the public lands be further 
instructed to inquire inte the expediency of authorizing purcha- 
sers of public lands to enter forty acre tracts. 

After some expienatory remarks from Mr. Haile, 
these resolutions were agreed to. 

The speaker laid before the house a Jetter from the 
| first comptroller of the treasury, transmitting a list of 
‘balances remaining due for more than three years, 
| prior to the 30th Sept. lust, op the books of the third 

auditor of the treasury: as also a list of the names of 
| public officers or agents who have fuiled to render 
| their accounts for settlement, according to law; which 
' jeiter, statements &c. were Jaid on the table. 
| Accompanying the above mentioned statements, is 
the following letter, from the third auditor: 
| TREASURY DEPARTMENT, THIRD AUDITOR'S OFFICE, 
Lith Deeciuber, 1826. 
| Sin: I have the honor to remark, in relation to the 
_ accompanying statement of accounts unsettled, or on 
| which balances appeared to be due more than three 
| years on the 30th of September last, that, since the 
| presentation of the like statement for the year 1825, 
, the sums therein mentioned to be outstanding, of mo- 
}neys advanced prior to the third March, 1617, and 
‘amounting to 2,609,489 98 
| Hitus been decreased to 2,257,647 64 











And that of this reduction, 351,842 34 
ithe sums refunded, and which are to be carried te 
| the credit of the surplus fund, amount to 21,351 02, 
With great respect, 
| Peren liacner, auditor, 
| Hon Joseph Anderson, 

Ist coutptroller of the treasury. 

The speaker also coustmnunicated to the house the an-~ 
| nual report of the secretary of the treasury of the 
| State of the finances; Which was read, and referred to 
the comniittee of weys and means, and six thousand 
| copies thereof ordered to be printed. 

A number of private claims were considered and 
_ disposed of, and the house adjourned. 
| Thursday, Dec. 14. Mr. Tomlinson, from the com- 
, mittee on commerce, reported a bill to authorize the 
| importation of brandy in casks of a capacity not less 
| than fifteen gallons, avd the exportation of the same 
‘for the benefit of a drawback of the duties; which 
was twice read, and made the order of the day for 
lu-morrow. 

Mr. Mercer, from the committee on roads and ca- 
nals, reported a bill for the preservation and repair 
of the Cumberland road; which was twice read, and 
made the order of the day four this day. 

[This bill is acopy of that reported at the last ses- 
sion, and which passed the house of representatives, 
| but did not get through the senate—and provides for 
| the erection of toil-gates, &c.} 

Mr. Mitchell, of Tennessee, called up the following 


re-olution, iaid by him on the table yesterday. 
| 4s Resolved, ‘Vhat the speaker of this house, in calling for peti. 
tions, shall commence with the state of Maiue, thy p ig regular pro: 
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gression, suuthwardly, antl he shall have called the old thirteen 
states, and then call the uther states iv the ocder in which Urey 
have respectively been admitted into the ion, 


The question of consideration having been put by 
the chaic, the house resolved to consider the resoju- 


tion, syes 89. . . ; 
The mover then modified his resolution so as to 
read as follows: ; 

Resolved, That the speaker of this hoase, in calling for peti- 
tivus, shal) commence with the state of New Hamypsture, Ceci me 
ecnulel progressiop, souci Wardly, inciuding Maawe and Vo cimuut, 
wath he shall have caded cae old chirteen stats, and then call the 
other states in the erder iu which Chey have, respectively, been ad 
mitted jut tie Unied. , ; 
~ Me Mitchell supported his resolution io a speech of 
some leugta, and a good deai uf desultory discussion 
or remarks fuliowed. Mr. Mitchell requested leave 
to withdraw his mvtivo. it was refused, but laid 
upon the table, ou the motion of Mr, Dreat—ayes 
113. 

Me. Buchanan laid ihe following resolutions on the 
tuble for consideration, to wal: 

1. Resslved, That the pr. sideut of the United States be request- 
el to furnished this house any tutormation in its possessiun, watch, 
jv bis Opiviog, may be communicated without detriment to tae 

public Service, Comeerumeg Lie nature of Che stipulations cuntauicd 

in the treaty Of L-ague aud perpetual tricndship, and tue Couveudaon 
respecting Coulingents and compact, which were Concjuded aud 
peucdat Ponawa, on the 15th July best. 

2. Kesoived, Lihat the presideat of tue United States be requested 


tv communicate 0 this hous any peloroation mm hits puss: ssi, | 


wiative to the organization, proceedings, aad adjoura nent of the 
congriss lately boid at Panaua which, his opreian, way Ve come 
nuncat.@ without detriment to the puolie raterest. 

(The precejiis cesolulivas were agreed to uest 
day. | 

Un motion o:1 Mc. Gurley, it was 

1 Resolved, That the committee oa the public !ands be instruce 


el to inquire inte the capedieney of reducing the manieoaa price . 


of the public lands that nave been or may beeealter be OlF-red at 
public sale, and wot disposed of; amd so lo graduate the prices at 
each sudsequcnt sale, as tu eifi ct that uly vet. 

2. Hesolved, That the same commitive be iasiruetcd to mquite 
itu the expediency of authurizing such as Wire entithed to a rigs 
of preemption, under the provisions of Che act of th 12th April, 
14.4, i the purchase of publie lauds, to eter the same wilh La 
regisice aad ceeceivers of Cae laud offices to Uh ie respecuve disthicts 
al avy time b fore the sauce shad be vib rd at puuue sale. 

On inmotion of Mr. Boon, it was 

Resolved, Vhat the committee on ruads and canals be instructed 
torsquire into the expediency of tasking furchcy provision by law 


tv oid Ue State Of Ludjana in the COnsiPuciion O! a Caiol, by Wiicie | 
to connect the Wabash river with the Miausof take brie; and Uial | 


fae Memorial Of the g ueral asscintuy of toe savd siate, iv telation 


tu te Construction of (he proposed Canal, Which Was picscuted Lo | 
Clishouse at tu fiese sessiva of the Lath Couge.ss, Be agai felerred | 


tu the cummaittce on roads and Cauais. 

On motion of Mr. Pielps, ut was 

Resolved, Vhat the curnmittee of ways and ineans be instructed 
tum@uive nto the expediency of levying a sy oie duty upon each 
square yard of imported woollen Civtin, tv be graduated by the 
Humber of threads coutaincd ina square iuch or yard Uhereul, i 
sicad ut the present ad valureus duty. 


Mr. Woods, ot Uiio, laid the following resolution | 


on the table for consideration: 

Kesolved, Vinat the seeretary of war be directed to communir 
Cate to this house the reports that have been ade Ly Ue com 
Mussiwner aud superintendent of the national raul, from the mghe 
bauk of the Oniv, opposite tou Waeeling, throug Luda and Lie 
linob, to Missouri, respecting the survey atid ivcation of said 
road; and such inforimativn as he may have ta its depart neat 
sowiug the progtcss thatis making ite Coustrucuon of said 
road, and the cust aad wnanoer of its execution; avi winced has 
< heretutusre been Communicated tu thishouse. [Ageeed tw nest 

ay. | 

The house proceeded to consider the following re- 
solution, susmitted oy Mr. Burilett, of N. H. vo the 
10th day of April, 1826 


Resolved, That the committee of the whole house be discharg- 


edtrum the further consideration of the claims of the state of 


Massachusetts, for militia services rendered during the late war; 
that the samme be referred to the secretary of war, aad that he be 
hestructed to report to this house what items aud what amount of 
claims are within the principle andj rules which bave been ap- 
pled to the adjustment of clams of other states, for militia see. 
viees during the late war. 

Mr. Barlleit theu modified his resolution, to read 
as fullows: 

Resolved, That the committee of the whole house be diseharg- 
edfrom the further consideration of the bill to authorize the sot 
tlement aud puyment of the state of Massachusetts fur certain 
* rvices rendered during the late ~war; that the sane, with th 
claim of Massachusetts for Miitucy serviecs, be referred ty Uh 


accrchary Of Wat, aud that be be instructed to report to this bous: 


aren emer 
d 


what cliss) ind what anountof said claim ney be ailuwedan 
paid upon the princivle sud rules which have been applied to th® 
adjustment o° clainsot che oth rstetes, for military serviees dur’ 
ing the late war: and also, if any parts of said claiin are disallow” 
ed, to state the reasons for which the stu are rejected, 


Me .WeCoy then moved to amend the modified re- 
solution Oy inserting, after the words tate war, the 
following: 

“And to which the assumed anthority of the go- 
vernor of that state, lo control the militia, and to 
judge of the necessity of ordering them into service, 
,dves not apply.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 

After some remarks from Messrs. Buchanan, Bart- 
lett aud Houston, the resolution was taid over fur one 
day. 

Several private bills were passed, and the house 
adjourned. 


nee Oa Ee ae Oe oe 


Fricay, Dec 15. After other business— 
On motion of Nir. Drayton it was. 


Resolved, Vhat the counsuittee on the judiciary be insteneted to 
inquire wte the expe teucy of so amendiog the jaciciary system 
of the Unted States, as thot the benefits resulting from it be 
eqtially estended to all the statics iy the aqaon, 


Considerable debate took place on the resolutions 
submitted by Mr Bartlett, as to the claims of Massae 
clhusetts for militia services, &c. Mr. Houston was 
utterly opposed to the referecce of them. | Messrs. 
_Ingerso'4, Bartlett, Weems, Sprague, Drayton, and For- 

syti spoke on the subject. The question on agree- 
ing to Mr. Bartleit’s motion was then taken and de- 
cided in the affirmative by a jarge m:jority And 
some other business beiwg alilended fo, the house ad- 
journed until Monday 


— 


Monday, Dec 18 Severa) resolutions, for obtain- 
ing information on various subjects were discussed 
‘and disposed of. 


Mr. Canbreleng laid the following resolution on 
the table for consideration: 

Resolved, Virat the secretary of staie be direeted to furnish this 
house woth a copy of the three artiwwlies, (tearked A), referred win 
the protoco! of the tail confereace of the Awertcanand Britush 
plemipotentianes, ou the 1Sthof February, 1824. 
| ‘Lhe preceding, with many other resolutious, will 
be noticed in its progress. 


A message from the president of the United States 
| was received, enclosing extracts of a letter trom Mr. 
Galiatin received since the commencement of the 
session, relative tu the British coionial trade, [which 
Shali appear in tts course among the papers we are 
nuw pudlishing on ihat subject | 

Six letters from the secretary of war, and one 
from the secretary of the navy were received, on 
various interesting matters, for the information of 
the house—all which were disposed of 


‘wesday, Dec 19. Many private matters were at- 
tended co. 

Mr. Everett, from the liorary committee, to which 
vas referred the resolution proposing to offer pree 
miumas for paintings to be placed ta the rotuado, &c. 
inade a report adverse to the proposition. 


The resolution moved by Mr. Cambreleng yester- 
day, was takeu up, as follows: 

“Resolved, That the secretary of state be dir eted to furaish this 
house with a copy of the turze articies. (marked A), referr-d to 
inthe protocol of the third conference of the Am. rican and Brie 
tish plenipotentiarics, on the 15th of Feoruary , 1824.” 

On the suggestion of Mr VJarvin, the call was 
made upoa the president, and the resolution thus 
‘greed to. 

The following resolution, moved by Mr. Moore of 
Kentucky, yesterday, was taken up, and after a few 
remarks oy Mr. Herrick aud Mr. Woore, was agreed 
to 

Resolved, That the president of the United States be requested 
te direct the s-eretary of war to lay tore the house of represen- 
tat.vesa list of the diferent works of rot real joprovement, com- 
pring routes for roads and canas. att ivt) to bussove the uaVvi- 
zation of rivers, lakes aad bays; a (to protect coats and islands, 
at bave been wiwierttaked or pouyected by the federal goverue 
meut, within the different states qud Cerrituries, fro a the year 
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1824 to 1820, inclusive, so as to shew how many works, and of 
what kinds, have beep undertaken or projected in each state aud 
territory, Within that time; the amount expended og deemed ne- 
ecessary to be expended ip the execution of each work, and the 
time which each will probably require for its completion. 


The following resolution, moved by Mr. Lathrop 


yesterday, was token up, and read, as follows: 

Resol ved, That the secretary of state be directed to inform this 
house whether there has been any neglect or omission to record 
the patents which have }eeu issued from the patent office, and for 
how long a time this negleet has existed; whether any addition- 
al number of clerks is necessary in order to bring up the business 
of that office which is now in urrear; and what torther organiza- 
tion of that office is necessary for the due execution of the law in 
future, for the issuing and recording patents. 


The following amendment offered by Mr. Verplanck 
was accepted— 

“And aiso,what inconvenience or hardships, if any, 
bave been shown, by experience, to result from the 
provisions of the several jaws now regulating patents 
and copy-rights ” } 

And the resolution, as amended was agreed to. 


The resolution moved by Mr. McHatton yesterday, 


proposing wi examination of the Horse Shoe Bend 
of Licking River, in Kentucky, to ascertain its fit- 
nees asa site for an armory, was read, and the ques- 
tion, ‘* Will the house now consider it’? was decided 
in the negative. 


The resolutions offered yesterday by Mr. Prent| 


“— taken up and discussed—-and agreed to. 


any resolutions were oifered which will be. no- | 


ticed Lereatter, in their progress. 


On motion of Mr. Mitchell it waz 

Resolved, Vhat the committee on naval affairs be instructed to 
jnyiire into the expediency of passing an act to appropriate an- 
nually the sum of five hundred thousand dollars to the gradual 
querease of the uavy, from and after the first day of January, 1627. 

Mr. Strong, moved to postpone the orders of the 
day, in order to take into consideration the bill reia- 
tive to an appropriation of lands for public schoois, 
but the motion was negatiyed. 

The house then went into committce of the whole, 
Mr. Bassett in the chair, ow the bill allowing the im- 
portation af brandy into the United States in casks of 
a capucity not less than 15 gallons. 


Mr. Tomlinson, chairman of the committce on 
commerce, explained the provisions of the bii!l—it 
passed through the committee of the whole without 
amendment, and was taken up ia the house where it 
was discussed by Messrs. Wright, Buchanan, Cam- 
breleng, Reed, Livingsion, and Tomlinson. The house 
adjourned without coming to any decision. 


Wednesday, Dec. 20. A large number of petitions, 
were presented, and many locai matters or private 
claims attended to this day. [We cannot defail them; 
nor isit necessary for genera) purposes | A Jong de- 
hate took place oo the motion of Mr. Vance, that the 
commitiee on military affairs should be discharged 
from the further consideration of the claims of Geor- 
gia for militia services, that it might be referred toa 
select committee. Much diversity of opinion existed; 
abe speakers were Messrs. Fanee, Webster, Forsyth, 
McCoy, Drayton, tivhittlesey, and Houston. The house 
refused, 81 to 46, to discharge the committee. It was 
a question of order, or concerning the rules of the 
house, 

Several resolutions offered yesterday were taken 
up and disposed of. Some of them caused cousi- 
derable debate. 

A communication was received from the secretary 


of the treasury, in obedience to a resolution of the | 


house, * whether sheep’s wool on the skin, is allowed 
10 be imported free of duty,” &c. whieh shall be no- 
tieed hereafter. Also one from the secretary of 
war relating to the exteuded national, {Cumberland}, 
ruad. 

The unfinished business was then taken up, being 
the bill providing for the importation of brandy in 
casks DOt exceeding filteen gallons. 


this department for the current year. 


aw £20 
Aller soi.€ depate, in which Moesses. Wright, Cam 
breleng, Barney, and Tomlinson ook partithe further 
coreiderati n ofthe bill was postponed until Tuesday 
next. 
Several private claims were considered, and the 
house adjourned. 





THURSDAY'S PROCEEDINGS. 

In the senate. The chair communicated the cre- 
dentials of the Mr. Jokn McKinley, elected a senator 
by the legislature of Alabama, to whom the oath was 
administered, when he took his seat. 

Among the private business attended to was the 
ordering of a bill to be engrossed for a third reading, 
| for the relief of Francis'Larehe. [The case wail be 
| recollected by all our readers.) 

The senate spent two hours aud a half in executive 

business, and then adjourned. 

In the house of representatives, after some handsome 
jremorks from Mr. Metcalfe and Mr. WeHation, the 
| house resolved that the members should wear crape 
‘on the left arm for one month, in respect to the me- 
i mories of Messrs. Henry and Jounson, late members 
from Kentucky, deceased, and also, un the motion of 
Mr. Miller, in respect for the memory of bis late col- 
league, from Pennsyivanis, Mr. Winsen, dec. And 
then the house adjourned, without doing any further 
business, 
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Pablic Papers. 
REPORT FROM THE SECRETARY OF WAK. 


——— ge ee oe 


Department of war, November 28th, 1826 
Sin: submit a report on the administration of 
The docu 
‘ments marked from A communicate information 
;so fully, and in detail, upon the measures which 
have been pursued in the various branches of the 
public service, that I shall content myself with a very 
;cursory view of the most important objects. The 
;document marked A is a report of major generat 
| Brown ou the state of the army. The dispersed 
situation of the infantry of the army in various gar- 
| risons, and frequently so reduced as rarely to exceed 
;2 captain’s command at any one place, was attended 
‘with great inconvenience and injury to the service 
cand their utility had in many instances been super- 
\seded by currapidly extending settlements. It was 
\desirable to alter this state of things—to effect it, a 
| concentration of the army, as far as practicable, was 
ordered on the right bank of the Mississippi a few 
miles below St. Louis, at the cantonment Jeffersone 
|The advantoges of this position are obvious. The 
troops can be easily transported to the eastern or 
western frontier, whenever the public exigencies 
may require their presence, 

In a sulubrious und fertile region, their health wil} 
be preserved, and their suppies muy be cheaply ob- 
‘tained, and delivered with facility. But the leading 
| consideration remains to be noticed—the effect of the 
movement on the discipline and good character of 
the army. It isadmitted by the most intelligent, that 
| both these desirable qualities are more Yenerally 
found in lurge ma-ses of troops than in small detach- 
ed commands. Profiting by the presence of officers 
of a superior grade, and greater professional skill, 
emulation is excited by the presence and ro of 
'so many aspirants for reputation, and subjected to 

the wholesome control of the opinion of an increas- 

ed number of brother officers, to whose eye the con- 
duct of each is exposed, their discipline and morali- 
ty must be greatly improved. 

Reports of the quarter master general, commissa- 
ry general of subsistence, pay master general, sur- 
geon general, commissary general of purchases, and 











‘rdnance dep-rtment, morked B,C, D, E, F, and 
G, disclose aif the information needful th be comme, 
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nicated on the administration of these branches of ; they accordingly did; aud their report, marked I, with 
the public service. Ladd with pleasure my testimo-| the answers to my leiters, is herewith submitted. 
ny wo tne fidelity of all the officers, superior and in-| The systems of tactics for cavalry, and of instruc- 
ferior, connected with these branches, among whom! tion for artillery, have been digested, and are in the 
nota single delinquency has occurred. |hands of a cepyist, and will be communicated ina 
From the report of the visiters at West Point, that | few days. 
establishment continues to equal the public expecta- | I inteationally forbear making any remarks on the 
tion by annually presenting to its country a large various alterations recommended by the board of of- 
number of youtns prepaied to defend itin war, or to ficers, The wisdom of those to whom they are sub- 
adorn ittn peace. Legislative aid is still necessary | mitted, should congress determine to legislate on the 
to the improvementof this establishment. Its wants | subject, wtil correct apy errors into which they 
are preseuted, and an estimate for the necessary ap- may have been betrayed, and supply any defect 
propriauon, furnished by the chief engineer is sub-| which may have escaped their observation. Ican- 
mitted in the annual estimates of this department. | not, however, abstain trom calling your attention to 
The document 4 is the report of the engineer de-| the highly interesting fact, that we have, according to 
partment The duties performed by both corps will! the last census, two miilions of male citizens be- 
at ounce ascertain that great effurts have been made} tween the ages of 18 and 45. The difference wdicat- 
do perform, as far as practicable, the services expect | ed between that number and those embodied in the 








ed of them. From the present number, more could | returns of the militia from the states, results from 
not be accomplished; and yet, from the various calls | the exemptions from militia service, which, in some of 
made upon tue department for reconnoisances, it has | the States, are equal to one half of their whoje number, 


been ullerly impracticabie to compiy wich the wishes 
of many of our citizens; and such must continue to 
be the case without an increase of the corps. I beg 
leave to refer you to this report, and to that of the 
quarlee master general, as showing the measures 
which bave been pursued in execution of the special 
acts of congress at their lastand former sessions, in 
relation to roads harbours, and canals. 

In executiag the resolution of congress assigning 
to this department the duty of having prepared a 
aystem of culvary tactics, and a system of instruc- 
tion for artiliery, for the use of the cavalry and artil 
lery of the militia, | thought I could not fulfil the 
wishes of congress more ellectually than by conven- | 
ing a board composed of otiicers of the militia and | 
of tie army Whose various experience united would 
enaoie it tu digest the best and most practical sys- 
tem. ‘he vccasion was too favorable to be lost, and 
was, therefore, eagerly seized, of profiting by this 
collection of talent and experience, to review our | 
present defective oulitia system, and tf possibie, by an 
entirely new organization, to place it on a fuoting | 
which would realize the expectations aod wishes! 
of every patriot in relation to this great arm of na-| 
‘ional deience. If there be any ove maxim in our! 
political creed which chailenges universal approba- | 
liu, itis thata well organized miliua is the natural | 
deposttory of our protection against foreign invasion, | 








which from their ages, should be enrolled. From 
our happy position in regard to Europe, and from the 
no fess fortunate relations maintained with our 
ucighbors, and their aciual condition, it wouid ap- 
pear that keeping up a system of the militia so ex- 
teusive as the present, aud burthensome, without any 
advantage, to u large class of our citizens, was alto- 
gether unnecessary. A different organization, there- 
fore, by which at least a million und a half of our 
most uselul citizens would be relieved from the un- 
profiiavie pageantry of military parade, for tive or 
six days in the year, constituting so injurious a draft 
ov their industry, must be one which canuot fail to 
be weil received by the American peopic; and when, 
too, it is believed, that, notwithstanding this relief, a 
superior efficiency will be imparted to this natural 
arm of the national defeuce, 

_ The document K is the report of the officer par- 
licularly charged with Indian affairs, by which it 
will be seen, that several treaties have been negotiat- 
ed with various trives, and which sre berewith sub- 
mitted. By two of which, large tracts of land with- 
im the limits Of Jadiana have been relieved from the 
incu brance of the Indian titte. Aithough the pro- 
per measures were adopied to eilect a similar result 
in otlier quarters, they, uuiortunately, have not been 
successiul. 


During the recess, information was continually 


or intestine violeuce. This maxim has vecn conse prepeeypen vec to the department, that a bivody, and 


crated by the biH of rights of all the states; and yet 
sie opinion is as umversal, that ihe present orgauiza- | 
tion is both defective and onerous. Iimportant 
changes in the preseut system are indispensable to 


must probably an extermimating war, was about to 
break oul between the Osages and Delawares, and 
latir numerous allies, which it was urged, nothing 
could avert, but the employment of a respectable por- 


make the militia any way equal to the standurd as- ‘tion of the army of the United Siates. The power 
signed it by the wishes of the patriot. ‘fo the end| of the executive, without legis.ative provision to that 


‘ 


iuat every source from which information might be | eflect, was deemed tou questionable to justify the 


collected should be approached, | addressed a circu- 
lar letter to the governor ol every stute and verritory, 
aud to many citizens distinguished alike by their in- 
telligence aud experience, asking for information on 
tls interesting subject. By su doing, | hoped to be 

come possessed of Uie information which night lead 
to a result that would reconcile, as far as pracucable, 
ite various circumstances, moral and physical, be- 
jonging to so extensive a field, and theredy conciilate 
tne puvlic sentiment to such ehanges as the wisdom 
of congress might think proper to sdopt: commuuica- 
tions ia reply tu this leer have been received, sume 
of which shed much light on this dillicult, delicate, 
and highly national object. These communications 
were laid before the board, who, uniting their own 
experieuce and ivteligeuce with the information 
thus imparted, it was hoped might find itself in a con- 
dition to point out the defects of the existing system, 
and the probable remedies, They were directed to 
reportty me the result of their reflections, which 





, measure: all that could be done, was immediately 
performed to prevent the threatened mischief. A 
part of our military force was ordered to make a 
demonstration ia the direction of the probable scene 
of hostility, whose object, not being known, might 
have the effect of overawing the Indians, aud the 
chiefs of the various tribes were a-semblcd to ime 
press on their minds the calamities which would en- 
suc trom a perseverance in their hostile purposes. 
Contrary to expectation, we succeeded fn pacifying 
them for the present. The duration of this state of 
things, is, however, most uncertain, and the subject 
is brought particuisrly to view fer the consideration 
of congress. ‘The mischief jikely to result from pla- 
cing in the same veighborbood, without a ccntrollin 

power on the part of the executive of the United 
States, different and hostiie iribes, have already been 
subimitied iu a report frum this department to con- 
gress at their lastsession. The events just referred 
lo have tended to confirm the views formerly taken, 
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and I feel myself impelled by a” irrisistible sense of 
duty to state, that uniess a preventive is speedily 
furnished hy law. I fear that, at no distant period, those 
unfortunate and unhappy people will be exterminat- 
ed by intestine wars, and thereby, that a subject 
frutiful of unavaling regret will become a portion of 
the inheritance of the American people. 
i have-the ionor to be your obedient servant. 
JAMES BARBOUR. 
The president of the United States. 
MESSAGE OF 1'IE PRESIDENT. 
To the senate and house of representatives of the U. S. 
liashington, 8th Dee. 1826. 
In compliance with a resolution of the senate of 
the 28th of January, 1818, I transmit a report of 
the commissioners of the public buildings, contain- 
ing the annual statement of expenditures on these 
buildings, and the account of their progress, requir- 
ed by the said resolution. 
JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 
Wasuincron. Dec. 7, 1826. 
To the president of the United States— 
Sir: The progress of the work on the capitol, du 


lay incident to the selection of a suitable lot, and 
procuring a satisfactory title to it, left time for the 
accomplishment of but jittie more. 

The expenrlitures on these objects, and others, 
have been as f.liows: 


Capitol and grounds, 70,045 03 
President’s square, 3 552 91 
Penitentiary, 7,166 93 
Washington jail, 3,550 47 
Alexandria do. 500 06 
Foot-ways between the eapitol and 

executive offices, 1,278 46 
Fire engines and bose, 196 14 


I have the honor to remain, with great respeet, 
your most obedient servant. J. ELGAR. 





Documents, 
FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE, (ACCOMPANYING THE 
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE.) 
On our relations with Great Britain. 
The first part of this series consists of letters of the 
date of 18283—24. Then come a few extracts of let- 
ters from Me King, shewing that, owing to indispo- 





ring the present season, has not fully equalled our’! sition, and the dispersion of the British cabinet in the 
expectations. The principal part of it consited of} country, he had, during his absence, a very limited 
ottices and appendages, not embraced by the original | official intercourse with the minister of foreign af- 
design, in relation to which no provision could be) fairs. 

made until sanctioned by an appropriation That; The papers which we now commence, and shall 
act was among the latest of the last session, and,/ speedily conclude, embrace the whole of the re- 
subsequent to its passage, bills were to make out for | cent correspondence, and present the fullest account 
the material which was then in the quarry. A sec- | of the matter in controversy and of the present state 
tion of the work has, however, been carried up. and , of the negotiation between the two countries, eon- 
materials provided, and in a course of preparation | cerning the intercourse between the United States 
for the remainder. The east front and its massy ap | and the British West India colonies, 

proach, bave been finished, with the exception of the — 
ornamental figures, which are advancing as rapidly | Mr. Clay to Mr. Gallatin. 

as their due execution will permit. The library has | exTRacTS FROM GENERAL INsTRUC TIONS, No. 1, dated 
been restored. The injury it had sustained was found | 19th June 1826. 

to be much more extensive than had been antici-; ‘*Your predecessor, Mr. Rufus King, purposes leav-~ 
pated. The adhesion of the stucco, and plastering |; ing London in the month of June, end on that account 





of the dome, was so far destroyed, that i's entire 
removal became necessary. Some progress has been 
made in regulating the ground; and extending the 
foot-way round it. The work suffered a severe loss 


by the accidental death of Mr. Blagden, which hap- | 


pened early in the season. Possessing, in a high de- 


gree, the science and practical knowledge of his pro- | 


fession, he had conducted, in its most important 


branch, the construction of the capitol, almost from. 


its commencement, with a precision and fidelity, 
which he carried into all the retations of life. 

The penitentiary, authorized by the act of the 
29th May fast, has been carricd up nearly to the 
springing of the roof, and a whart built for landing 
materials, and for the use of the establishment when 
it goes into operation. In laying a foundation of a 


was considered important to combine ail the improve- 


ments. tested by an actual course of experiments | 


which the seale prescribed would admit. To per- 
form a tour of inspection to some of the prominent 
establishments in different stales, and arrange and 


condense into one plan the multifarious materials | 


collected, necessariaily occupied the architect acon- 
siderable portion of time, and a3 necessarily preced- 
ed the commencement of the work. Another sea- 
son, it is estimated, will sufice for its eompletion. 


The ja! ia this city has been putunder a new roof, | 


thorough!y repaired, and apartments added for the 
keener, who heretofore occupied several in the build- 
ing, which will in future be appropriated lo the pri- 
soners. It will now alford, it is believed, all the se- 
eurity, comfort and convenience, of which the origi- 
nal plan issusceptible. Asneither thé United States, 
nor the authorities of Alexandria, possessed any 
ground in that town, on which to erect a jail, the de- 


eee ee 


(as well as on account of the important negotiations 
| with which you are to be solely charged. the presi- 
, dent wishes you to lose no time unnecessarily, in pro- 
‘ceeding to Great Britain. On your arrival there, 
you will deliver a copy of your credential letter to 
|the minister of forcign affairs, and on your presenta- 
tion to the king, you will communicate the original 
to his majesty. Ov that oecasion, you will express 
io him the earnest desire of the president to main- 
tain the amieable relations which happily subsist be- 
tween the two countries; that, on ihe part of this go- 
Yernment, nothing will be omitted to preserve them 
‘in full vigor, and, if possible, to add fresh strength 


jto them; and it will give great satisfaction to expe- 


rience corresponding dispositions on the other side. 


| You will find among the papers now put in your 
structure of this kind at the seat ot government, it} 


possession, the personal instructions by which you 
+ will rezulate your conduct. Me. John A. King, se- 
cretary of the legalion, to whom js allowed the option 
of retuining that appointment, and who will have 
been left by Mr. Rufus King, in charge of our affairs, 
_if be shall have taken his departure before your arri- 
val, will deliver over to you the records and papers 
of the mission. 


| In communicating the general instructions by 
|which you are to be governed, the first subject to 


| which | am to direet your attention is that of a nego- 
tiation, opened by Mr. Rush on the 23d day of Janua- 
ry, 1824, and which was suspended on the 22d of 
July, of the same year, with an understanding be- 
tween the parties that it was to be renewed at some 
convenient early period. Owing to circumstances 
beyond our control, it has not been resumed as soon 
as the president had wished. Upon Mr. King’s arri- 


Lb. last suunmer in England, he found the members of 


the British cabinet dispersed over the kingdom, and 
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on.the continent... His Britannic majesty was indis- 
posed, as was Mr. Canning also. Mr. King bas lubor- 
ed under ill health during the greater part of the time 
of hisabodein England. It was not uotil the autumo 
that the British cabinet assembied at London; and the! 
first object which engaged Mr. King’s attention was, | 
the state of the mixed commission at Washington, | 
under the tripartite convention of St. Petersburg. 
He was for some time occupied by a correspondence. 
and conferences with Mr. Canning on thal subject. | 
until it was transferred to this city. Moreover, the! 
British parliament had recently passed laws affecting, | 
in a most imporiant extent, the trade of the British | 
colonies, in our neighborhood, the interpretation and 
practical operation of which, it was desirable to test 
by some experience. These explanations of the 
causes of the delay which has arisen in (he resump-| 
tion of Mr. Rush’s negotiation may be made, if you, 
shall find them necessary, to the British government. | 
That of the United States has not been indifferent to | 
the deep interests and to the harmony between the’ 
two countries, which are involved in the negotrution. | 
And it is satisfactory to reflect that no prejudice to 
either party is believed to have accrued from the 
lapse of time, which, on the contrary, will have af- | 
furded to both a more ample opportunity of deliber-| 
ately reviewing the past, and of eniermg again 
upon the negotiations under better lights, and with a) 
spirit of mutual conciliation and concession, the best 
pledge for bringing them toa fortunate conelusion. 
We have received information that Mr. Huskisson | 
and Mr. Addington, formerly the British charge de 
alfaires at Washington, have been oamed to conduct) 
the negotiation on the part of the British government, 


Sraced three irading prigvipies: ist. That there 
should be a mutual abolition of alJ discriminating or 
alien duties, so as to place British and American ves- 
sels employed in the trade, and their cargoes, on a 
footing of perfect equality; 2d. That the productions 
of the United States, admitted into @ British colony 

should be subjected to no higher duties than similar 
productions of another British, colony; and, 3d. 
That the trade should remain restricted as it then 
was by the acts of congress and parliament, according 
to which it was limited to a direct intercourse. The 
British plenipotentiaries were willing to accede, in 
behalf of their government, to the first and third 

but uot tothe secoud of those principles; and they 
browght forward, at the sixteenth conference, a 
counter projet, consisting of six articles. Ou the 
27th day of June, and the 5th of July, 1825, the Bri- 
tish government passed two acts, the first of which 
is entitled “An act for further regulating the trade of 
his majesty’s possessions in America, and the West 
Indies, and for the warhousing of goods therein,” 
and the second, ‘An act to regulate the trade of the 
British possessions abroad.” According to these acts 

the discrimination between G. Britaia and her Aine- 
rican colonies as being subject, io regard to foreign 
nations, to different commercial codes, isin some de- 
gree abolished; and they are incorporated, to a cone 
siderable extent, together, and their trade thrown 
open to foreign nations. The legisiation of Great 


| Beitain, for her coionies, has been very complicated, 


aud we may not have a just conception of the provie 
sions of those two acts But, if they are correctly 
undersicod here, they allow, Ist, That whatever may 
be lawfully imported intu those colonies, in British 


which has intimated an expectation that, on our side, | vessels may be also iapurted in forelgn vessels, inte 
here would also be two commissioners. In not} a specified number of ports, called free ports, at the 
conforming to that expectation, no disrespect is in-| Same rate of duty for the vessel and Cargo; 2dly, 
tended to the British government. It belongs to] That the foreign vessel is restricted to a direct ins 
every nation to determine for itself what shaij be the! lercourse between the country to which it belongs 
number, and to designate the particular individuals, | and the Briush colony, adtering, in this respect, io 
to whom it chooses to commit the conduct of its | the old principle of her navization laws. {fo some 
foreizn negotiations. Nor has the practice been uni | of their provisions, particalariy in the imposition of 
form to employ the same number on each side. Great duties on articles of American produce, which was 
Britain does not, indeed, insist upow the appointment, before free, (Indian meal and Indian eorn, tor exams 


of two, asa matter of usage, orofright. In appoint- 
ing you alune this government is intluenced vy the | 
confidence which it reposes in you, and by couside- 
rations of economy and expediency.” 

“4 The trade between the United States and the 
British American colonies. 

You will r@col!ect that the British government de- | 
clined treating va this subject, in the negotiation | 
which resulted in the convention of 1815 That | 
convention lefteach party at liberty, by his separate | 
acts, to regulate the trade according to the view) 
which he might entertain of his own interests and, 
pohey Accordingly, the government of cach has, 
since adopted various measures, which have so re- 
slricted and embarrassed the intercourse between, 
the United States and the British culonies, that it is! 
almost impossinle to comprehend them, and the of- 
ficersof the Brituush goveroment have rot concurred | 
in the construction of the last act of the British par-| 
liament in relation tothe subject. This act has 
been differently interpreted, both in the same British | 
port, and in diferent British ports. A principal ob-} 
jeetof those measures. has been, on the British side, 
‘0 secure and perpetuate a monopoly of the naviga. 
tion concerned im the trade, and, on ours, to obtain 
a fair and equal participation ef it. on terms of just 
reciprocity. The experience of both has been such, | 
that it ought to inculcate on their respectite coun 
Cils moderation and liberality. 

_ Mr. Rush submitted, in the progress of his nego- 
lations, at the third conference, two articles for the 
regulation of thistrade, which were not accepled by 
the British plenipotentiaries. These articles em 


| 


ple), these acts operate more prejudicially to us than 
ihe previous state of the British law But, notwithe 
standing, on a full consideration of the whole sub- 
ject, the president, anxious to give a strong proot to 
Great Britain of the desire of the government of the 
United States, to arrange this long coatested matter 
of the colonial intercourse, in a matuuer mu‘ually 
satlisiactory, authorizes you to ugree— 

Ist, That there shal! be a reciprocal and entire 
abolition of all alien or diseriminating duties upon 
the vessel or cargo, by whatever authority imposed, 
so as to place the vesseis of the Uniled States and 
those of Great Britain, whether colonial or British, 
concerned in the trade, upon a footing of perfect 
equality and reciprocity. 

2d. That the United States consent to waive the 
demand which they have heretofore made, of the 
admission of their producitous into British colonies 
at the same, and no higher, rate of duty, as similar 


| productions are chargable with, when imported from 


ove into another British colony, with the exeeption 
of our produce descending the St. Lawrence and the 
Sorrel. It will not be necessary, however, to insert 
the general waiver in the convention, but ouly to pro- 


| vide for the exception, if tnat should be agreed to, as 


hereinbefore mentioned; and 

3d, That the government of the United States will 
not insist upon a participation in the direct trade be- 
tween the United Kingcom ot Great Biitain and Ire- 
jand and the British American colonies. But they 
do expect acd require, that their vessels shall be ai- 
lowed to trade between those colonies and any 
foreign country with which the British vessels are 





206 NILES’ REGISTER—DEC, 


29, 1896—PUBLIC PAPERS. 











allowed to trade. In agreeing to leave Great Britain 
in the exclusive posession of the direct trade with 
her colonies, the president is sensible that our navi- 
gation may be exposed to some disadvantage in its 
competition with the British. The latter may make 
double voyages, charged with mixed cargoes from 
the parent coantry, or from the United States and 
the colony. But the disadvantage would be so great 
as torender it impracticable that we could maistain 
any thing like a fair competition, if British veasels, 
at the pleasure of their owners, were, and ours were 
not, permitted to share in the trade between the Bri- 
tish colonies, foreign gountries, and the Unite’ States. 
Perhaps Grea Britsit may ask, if we trade between 
British eclonres and fF reign countries, that British 
vessels should t@ aliowed to export the produce of 
the United States to thuge countries, or to import 
foreign produce free: (Rem sute these states. Tiere 
would Ue owonte piaueibility to such a demand, ifit were 
confined to culogial % easels; unc if there ceuld be de- 


Re ietatethadidpraennp-aneeernen 


~~ 


ot 


tn ttle 


trade between the United States and the British co. 
lonies to the direct intercourse between them. 

You will observe that the instructions now given 
respecting the colonial trade, amount to an authority 
on the part of this government to you, to agree in 
substance to the modification of Mr. Rush's proposal 
} which was required by the British plenipotentiaries, 
You will endeavor to makea lively impression on the 
British government of the conciliatory spirit of that 
of the United States which has dictated the present 
liberal offer; and of their expectation to meet, in the 
prograss of your negotiations, with a corresponding 
friendly disposition. Theobject of this part of your 
instructions may be accomplished, cither by insert- 
ing the articles respecting the colonial trade in the 
general convention for regulating the commerce be- 
tween the two countries, which wouid be their most 
fit position, or in a separate convention. Whether 
the two articles proposed by Mr. Rush, or the two 
first, proposed by the British plenipotentiaries, or 


r 














Vised any adeque-® security ogainst fraudulent de- | others differently constructed, should be ivuserted in 
nominations of Britis? Gurop: gs vessels, bestowed to| the convention which you are empowered to con- 
qualify them to enjoy the privilege of trading between | clude, will depend upon the footing on which you 
the United Siates and foreign countries, through Bri-| may ultimately agree, under your instructions, to 
tish colonies. It is evident that, withoutsuch a limi- | place the colonial trade. If you should not be like- 
tation, eflicacious!y enforced, (which is believed to\ ly to bring your negotiations, on the entire subject 
be altogether impracticable), there would be no | of the commerce between the two countries and their 
equivalent, for a privilege to ail British vessels Kuro-/ respective territories, to a eonciusion, in time to pre- 
peau and colonial, of sharing in our trace with all) sent the convention, in which it isexpected they will 
foreign countries, in the limited privilege to Ameri- | issue, to congress, during its pext session, it will be 
can vessels, of sharing the trade betwecn those coun- | desirable, and you are accordingly directed to en- 
tries and British colonies. Your discussions on this; deavor to make a separate arrangement of the colo- 
sudject may take such a direction as to present a fa-| nial question, so as to enable the president, at least, 
vorable occasion for testing the extent to which the to present that, before the adjournment. As to the 
British government is disposed to carry the modern; duration of any general or particular commercial 
liberal commercial doctrines, which it professes, and | convention to which you may agree, it may be limit- 
has proclaimed to the world. With that view, and | ed toa period of about ten years; to which it is advi- 
for settling at once all difficulties on the question, | sable to add an article similar to the eleventh article 
whether the vessels cf the United States shall be per- | of our Danish treaty, stipulating that the convention 
mitted 4o engage in the trade between the British! shall continue in force beyond the particular period 
American colonies and foreign countries, you are} agreed upon, until ene party not?fles the other, in 
hereby authorized to propose, as 4 generai regulation, | wiiting, of his desire to put an end to it.” 
applicaole to the British dominions in Rurope as 

well as in this hemisphere, or wherever situated, that | 
whatever cau be lawtully imported into one country, 
in its own vessels, may be also imported into it, 10 | 
the vessels of the other country, the vessel and the! 
cargo paying, in both instances, the same and no’ ter plenipotentiary of the United States of America, 
higher or otacr dutics. This will leave the capita)) iad not seen the order in council, of the 27th oi 
and industry of the two nations concerned in navi-| July jast, on the day, (the 17th inst.) when he bad 
gahon, toa iree competition, upon equal terms; and; the honor of an interview with Mr. Canning, his 
that is understood to be the policy which the British | majesty’s priocipal secretary of state for foreign af- 
government hus recenily announced. On this broad ; fairs. 

and extensive principle, a treaty with the republic; Llud he then been aware of the precise import of 
of the Centre of America was concluded on the; the order in question, and of the provisions of the 
sixth of December fast, and was subsequently ratifi- | several acts of parliament to which it refers, the un- 
ed by the president, with the advice and consent of | dersigned would have thought it his duty to make the 
the senate, it is believed given unanimously. We} observations to which he now begs leave to call Mr. 
have uot yet heard of its ratification by the other) Canning’s attention. 

party, aud of course, its promulgation at present; Jt appears that his majesty’s government was vest- 
would be premature, but a copy of it is now placed | ed with two distinct authorities, applicable to the in- 
in your possession. A treaty with Denmark, embrac- | tercourse between his majesty’s colonies and the U. 
ing the same principle, under some modifications : States, 

and Jimitutions, was signed at \Washingteun on the! By the 4th section of the act of parliament, of 
26th day of April of the present year, to the ratifica- | the 5th July, 1825, it wes enacted that the privileges 
tion of which the senate bus aiso consented and ad-| granted by the law of navigation to foreign ships to 
vised wilh equal uuanimity. Sufficient time has not) trade with the British possessions abroad, should be 
retelapsed to receive ine Danish ratification, but a| limited, with respect to countries not having colonial 
copy of this treaty is also confided to you. If Great) possessions, to the vessels of such as should place 
Britain will assent to petther principle; if she insist; the commerce and navigation of Great Britain, and 
upon engrossing the whole trude, not only between of her possessions abroad, upon the footing of the 
her colovies and her Eurepean deminions, but also| most favored nation, unless his majesty, by his order 
between those colonies and foreign countries, to the! in council, should, in any case, deem it expedient to 
exclusion irom both of the navigation of the United | grant the whole, or any part, of such privileges, to 
States, it will then be necessary to insert a clause in| the ships of any foreign country, although the said 
tne convention, expressly reserving to each party | conditions should pot, in all respects, De fulfiiled by 
the righ‘, by existing, or other laws, to festrict the } such country. 


AMIr. Gallatin to Mr. Canning. 
62, Upper Seymour STREET, 
26th August, 1926. 
The undersigned, envoy extraordinary and minis- 
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And, by two other acts of parliament, passed in the; colonies in the West Indies, South America and. 
fourth end Gfth years of the reign of his present ma-! other places, to the extent authorized by those acts, 


jesty, authority was given to levy additional or coun- | is considered, by his majesty’s government, as bene- 


tervuiling tonnage duties on vessels, and additional | ficial to those colonies and to the British empire at 
or countervailing duties of customs, on goods im-\ large. 


ported or exported in vessels belonging to any fo-| With this conviction, and the only inequality sup- 
reign country in which higher duties were levied on | nosed to exist having been removed by the counter- 
British vessels, or on goods imported or exported in| yailing duties, the undersigned kas been unable to dis- 
British vessels, than on vessels of such country, OF | cover the motive for interdicting altogether, after a 
on similar goods when imported or exported in v€s-| shurt time, so far as respects the British possessions 
sels of such country. , in the West Indies, South America, and several other 
_ Both authorities have been resorted to in the order | pjaces, an intercourse beneficial to both parties, and 
incouncil of the 27th July last. | which might, in conformity with the act of parlia- 

On the ground that the condition referred to in| ment, have, if deemed expedient, been indefinitely 
the act of parliament of 5th July, 1825, having not | continued with those colonies, in the same manner 
in all respects, been fulfilled by the government of | as has been done, as respects the British possessions 
the United States, the privileges so granted to foreign | of North America. 


ships cannot lawfully be enjoyed by ships of the said | Wholly unable, therefore, to assign a cause for the 
states, unless specially granted by his majesty iD | contemplated suspension of (he intercourse in ques- 
council, the said privileges are again thus granted by | tion, the undersigned appretiends that, for the very 


the order in council, but with the express proviso | regcon that the object in view cannot be understood, 
that the said privileges, or, in other words, the inter- | |, may be misconstrued. 


course in American vessels between the United | : . hich 
States and the British colonies, shall absolutely, Having no instruction on a Contingency which was 
cease on the Ist of December next, so far as respects | NOt foreseen, he can, at this time, only express ~ 
South America, the West Indies, Bahama Islands, | regret, that a measure whien cannot be rae v4 
Bermu!a and Newfoundland, and, on some other , Yorably by his government, sould have been s opt- 
subsequent days, so far as respects the British pos- } ed, at the moment when he was authorized to renew 
sessions on the western coast of Africa, the Cape of | the negotiations on that subject, and with a well- 
Good H ne, Mauritius, Ceylon, New Holland and ! founded hope, from the liberal tenor of his instruc- 











Van Deiwan’s land. | tions, that an arrangement, founded on principles of 
. hed | mutual convenience to beth parties, might be con- 
And, inasmuch as British vessels entering the ports | ejuded, 


of the U. States, from British colonies, are charg- : , i a as 
ed with additional tonnage duty of ninety-four cents | , It is weil known that the delay in t rat respect was 
per ton, and with ao addition of ten per cent on the | due to causes hot uncer the controi of United 
import duty o2yable on the same goods when import- | States, principally to the state of health ot Mr. King, 
ed in American vessels, a countervailing duty, deem- | which has ultimately deprived them of his services, 
ed equivalent in amount, is, by the order of council The reasons of the marked preference given by 
Jaid, during the time that the intercourse is permit-' be government of the United States to an arrange- 
ted to continue, on American vessels, and on goods jment by treaty, instead of regulations adopted by 
imported in American vessels entering the ports of , both countries, are suflictently obvious. itus highty 
his majesty’s possessions in North and South Ameri-} in portant for ali the parties concerned, essential for 
ca, and in the West Indies, the security of commercial or agricultural operations, 
There 1s not, if the undersigned is rightly inform that the intercourse should be placed ona more per- 
ed, a single act of the government of the United manent and explicit footing than itean he by recipro- 
States which can, +n the view taken of the subject | ©4! Jaws, liable to be meditied or revoked at any time, 
by that of his majesty, be considered as not fulfilling at the will of either party, and not aiways easily uu- 
the condition contem :isted by the act of parliament | derstood by these on whom they operate. And the 
of the 5th July, 182 «s not placing the commerce | obstacles which have prevented the Umted States 
and navigation of Gres Britain, and of her posses: from accepting the intercourse contemplated by the 
sions abroad, upon the footing of the most favored | 2¢t of parliament, which could only be done in toto, 


nation, excepting only the rontinuance of the dis- | and by complying with terms on which they had not 
| been consulted, may, it is believed, be easily re- 


| 

criminating tonnage duty of ninety-four cents per |! ws! Bge : 

ton on Brnish vessels and of the aiditlon of ten ah moved by modilicstions essential to them, and which 

cent. on the ordinary duty charged on goods import- | will not, it is thought, be found inconsistent with the 
1 241 \ 


ed in British vessels enteving the ports of the Unit- | terest of Great Britain. 
ed States from the British colpnies. Both the mea- The undersigned has taken 2 view only of the ge- 
sures embraced by the orde: in council, the couster- | veral tenor of the erder in council, and does not 
vailing duties and the disco :tinuance of the inter- | think it necessary to advert to some of its details — 
course, are founded on one and the same fact—tic ! He believes the omission of a special mention of the 
continuance of the United States’ diseriminating du- | trade with the British proviuces in the East Indies, 
ties. And the countervailing duty deemed, equiva- | in that clause which makes a special exception as 
lent thereto, which has, by the order in council, been | respects ihat with the British possessions in Europe 
laid on American vessels, and goods imported in| to be purely accidental And he takes it for granted, 
American vessels entering the ports of the British | that it is not intended to extend the coentervailing 
colonies, was alone sufficent to pluce the Briiish and | duties to the intercourse by land or inland naviga- 
American vessels, employed in the intercourse be- | tion, between the United States and the British pos- 
tween those colonies and the United States, on the | sessions in North America, if it shall be found, 97 
footing of the most perfect equality. the undersigned believes it to be the fact, that Un 
it does not belong to the undersigned to question the | discriminating duties cf the United States do nol ap 
policy of the measures which Ge-at Britain may | ply to that intercourse. 
think proper to adopt respecting the trade with her| ‘The undersigned avails himoelf of this opportunity 
colonies to pray Mr. Canning to accept the assurance of his 
He only infers, from the acts of parliament pass-| perfect consideration. 
ed on that subject during the last four years, that the 


ALBERT GALLATIN. 
iAtercourse between the U. States and the British 


The vight hon. Geonar Caxwine. &e. 
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Mr Canning to Mr. Gallatin 

The undersigned, his majesty’s principal secretary 
ef state for foreign affairs, has the honor to acknow- 
ledge the official note. of the 26th ultimo, addressed 
to bim by Mr. Gallatin, envoy extraordinary and 
minister plenipotentiary of the United States of Ame- 
rica, on the subject of an order in council, issued by 
his majesty on the 27th of July. 


The undersigned feels himself greatly indebted to 
Mr Gallatin for the full and frank exposition, which 
that note contains, of his own opinions, and of those 
ef his government, upon the whole matter to which 
the order in council relates; and for the opportunity 
thereby afforded to the undersigned for entering into 
an explanation, equally unreserved, of the opinions 
and intentions of his majesty’s government on that 
matter. 


It will be highly advantageous to dispose, at once, 


impertant subjects which Mr Gallatin is authorized 
to discuss with the British government—a subject, 
Which is to be argue: on principles, and to be decid- 


The obvious way of meeting that interdiction by 
Great Britain, would have been to open to other com- 
mercial and maritime powers the trade refused by 
the United States. 

Circumstances, not necessary to be detailed here. 
rendered that expedient, at that time, unadvisable, 

In 1822, the privilege of trading with the British 
West Indies was conceded to the shipping of the U. 
States, with certain restrictions and limitations, un- 
der which they were content to enjoy it; but thas 
privilege Great Britain still withheld from all the 
powers of Europe. 

The concession to the United States was, in effect, 
if not in words, exclusive: for the new eountries of 
America, (not then recognized by his majesty), had 
no commerce or navigation which could interfere 
with those of the U. States. 

It cannot, however, be supposed, it is not affirmed 


. . ‘ 3% i « g « j *) i i LAs is 
of a subject which stands apart from all the other | by Mr Gallatin, that, by granting the privilege, thus, 


in effect, exclusively, to the United States, in the firs: 
instance, Grest Britain precluded herself from ex. 
tending it to other nations, whenever the course of 





@U on considerations, peculiar lo itself. 


Mr. Gallatin will allow the undersigned to take the | 
liberty of remarking, that this pecuharity of charac-| 
ter seems to have been overlooked by Mr. Gallatin, | 
in his note of the 26th of Aagust. Throughout that | which, hough not unjust, were inconvenient to her 
note there appears to be one pervading error. Mr. | 


i 


i she boun! herselfto continue to submit tothem wher 


events should create a favorable occasion for doing 
so. Events, which intervened between 1822 and 
1825, created such an occasion. 

As little can it be supposed, that, because Great 
Britain submitted, at a moment of necessity, to term: 


b 


Giailatin treats the question as if it had turned alto-/ that necessity should have passed away. 


gether on this single point: ‘what are the eqnal and 


Scarcity may justify the demand tor a high price 


reciprocal conditions, under which a trade between | and monopory may give the power of exacting it; but 
the United States and the British West India colo- | there issurely no understood compact between the 
nies, shou'd be carried on?” assuming, a8 a sort of} buyerand the seller, that the former shall not e: 


axiom, thatsuch trade is as open tothe United Siates 
as eny other trade inthe world, and never inquiring 


whether some compensation might not be due from | 


the United States to Great Britain, for the conees-ion 


give or withhold 


The undersigned is prepared to shew, that, even if 


the liberty to trade with the British West India colo- 


nies were gratitnitously conceded by England to the | 


U. States, still the footing 


oo 


on Which the trade, so per- 


mitted, is now carried on by the United States, is un- | 


egual and unfarr. 


But as the objection, which the British government 


feels to the proposition for such partial equalization 
of conditions, as Mr. Gallatin’s instructions appeai 
to be intended to establish, lies deeper than Mr Gal- 
Jatin’s proposition goes, the undersigned thinks it 
right to explain, in the first instance, the nature and 
grounds of that fundamental o jection. 


It i3,as the undersigned has already said, the un- 


questionable right, and it has, till within these few | 
years, been the invariable practice, of countries have | 
ing colonies, to reserve to themselves the trade with | 


those coluvies, and to relax that reservation only un- 


der special circumstances, and on particular ocea- | 


sions When o relaxation of that nature has been 


dictated and timited, by the necessities of the mo- | 
ther country, or of the colonies, the foreign countries | 


taking advantage of it, may fairly aver, that they 
owed nothing to the state which had granted such re- 
Jaxation. They may even huve felt themselves at 
liberty to deciine to sccept ofa partial admission into 
the ports of the colonies, thus evidently opened from 
considerations of local or temporary convenience, 
unless theguere allowed a general liberty of trade 
with those colunics, independently of such considera 
liens. 


The interdiction of the American government, in | 
1$20, of any conuacrce with tie British West Incia | 


colon , until American shipping shouid be permit- 
ted a free entry inlo the British colonial ports, Is to 
be yustals d i pel ibs pruund. 


| deavor to make himself independent of the latter by 


opening the marketto general competition. 
Phese obvious and simple considerations led to the 


}act of pertiament of 182. 
of a privilege, which it is her undoubted right to) 


Our right either to open the ports of our colonies, 
or to keep them closed, as might suit our own con- 
venience; our right to grant the indulgence of a 

trade wiih those colonies to foreign powers, wholly 
or parhaily, unconditionally or eonditionally, as we 
might think proper, and, if conditionally, on whet 
conditions we pleased, was clear’ We were not 
, bound by any engagement to continue a monopoly of 
such indulgence lo ove foreign power against anoth- 
er. We bad, for three years, felt the inconvenience 
_of such monopoly. We naturally sought, therefore, 
in our new measure, to avoid the recurrence of the 
like inconvenience, by makiwg our induigence gene- 
ral to all nations; and, in order to keep the reguia- 
tion of that indulgence in our own hands, we grapt- 
ed it by spontaneous Jegislation, and pot by positive 
treaty. 

The question is now, therefore, no longer what it 
Wosin 1820 or 1822, a question between Great Lri- 
tuin and the United States of America, it is a ques- 
tion between Great Rertars and el! the nations of the 
‘old and the new worid; to all of whom Great Britain 
has tendered eccess to her colontes, on conditions 
which many of them have practically accepicd, suc 
more, perhaps are ready to accept. 

Having thus paced, as be hopes, in aclear light, 
i the general privetples of colonial trade, and the prtir 
eiptes and considerations upon which Great Buitain 
has acted in respect to her own West India cojonies, 
the undersigned now proceeds to consider the detalls 
of Mr. Gailatin’s note of the 26th of August. 

It has been already said, thatin the year 1822, we 
| opened, by vet of pacliament,a trade with our West 
ludia colonies to American ships, under certaim jie 
mifations and conurions, 
The United States were at full liberty to accept or 
| to decline those terms 
| In accenting them, the United States imposed, st 


| the same lime, Cnerous charges and restrictivns upon 


' 
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all British vessels which might trade between the } British possessions in Nefth America: nor was it till 
British West India colonies and the United States.— | after the interchange of several officia! notes between 
One of these charges is an alicn duty both upon the | the British envoy at Washington, and the American se- 
ship and upon her cargo. cretary of state, that the British government was made 
After ineffectual endeavors, on our part, to obtain | to comprehend, (or rather was brought to believe) 
the removal of this duty, we were compelled to lay a| the full extent of the concession required by the act 
coutervailing duty to the same amount, upon Ameri- of congress, namely, that the produce of the United 
can ships in the colonial ports. | States, when imported from the United States into 
Mr. Gatlalin states, “that, by the imposition of this! the British West India colonies, should be placed 
countervailing duty, Pritish and American vessels, | on an equal footing with the like produce of the mo- 
employed in the intercourse between the British | ther country herself and her dependencics. 
colonies and the United States. are placed on a footing | When such wasat length ascertained to be the true 
of the most perfect equality” And further. ‘that there | construction of the American act of congress of 1823, 
is not. if he is rightly informed, a single act of the! those countervailing duties were imposed on the trade 
government of the United Stotes which ean, in the | of the United States by the British government, which 
view taken of the subject by that of his majesty, be | are now merely continued till the Ist. of December 
considered as not fulfilling the condition contemplat- | next, in the West Indies, and indefinitely in the ports 
ed by the ‘act of parliament of the 5th July, 1825, | of British North America. 
as not placing the commerce and navigation o} Great Ii is to be observed that, by the act of parliament 
Britain, and of her possessions abroad, upon the foot- | of 1822 (3 Geo. IV. cap. 44) the British government 
in> of the most favored n tion, excepting only the con- | was ensbied to interdict all intercourse between the 
finance of the discriminating tonnage duty of nine- | United States and the British West India colonies, 
ty-“our ceots per ton on British vessels end of the under any such circumstances as those which had 
addition of ten percent. on the ordinary duty charg: | already arisen in the United States. 
ed © goods imported in British vessels estering! The milder measure of a retaliatory duty was pre- 
the ports af the United States from the British colo- | ferred for two reasons; First, we were convinced 
nies.” that a claim so extraordinary as that put forward by 
The arguments drawn by Mr. Gallatin from these ; the interpretation given to the act of congress, of 1823, 
statements are three: first, that the duty on the side would not be persevered in after explanation; and, 
of the United States. and the countervailing duty on , secondly, we bed assurance that a full opportunity 
the side of (reat Britain being equal, British ships | of that explanation would arise in the course of the 
trading b iween the colonics and the United States, | negotiation which was then about to be epened be~ 
areas moh favored es American ships in the same | tween the two governments on this, emong other 
trade: see odly. that, inasmuch as, with the excep- | points in which their respective interests were con- 
tion of the discriminating duties in America, Great | cerned. 
Britain is, i) all other respects, treated as “the mosi| Thatnegotiation took place in London, in the spring 
favored nation,’ there is no just cause for the exer-, of 1824. On the part of the British government an 
cise, on the oartof Great Britain, of the power of | offer was made to arrange this matter upon terms 
interdiction provided by the act of 1825: and, third | highly favorable to the United States, but the Ame- 
jy, that, having ‘0 our hands Acoremedies for one and | rican plenipotentiary intrenched himself within the 
the same grievanze, we ought, at all events, to have) letter of the American law, ard declared any pro- 
contented oursel es with appising either, but not. posal inadmissible which was not accompanied with 








both, by the same order in couneil. the concession requited by the fual interpretation of 
To begin with :he last of these three points, viz. that law. 
. ' oesa. ° : ° . o.* 
the assumption that “having in our hiands aco reme-| ‘Things remaining itn this state, and the British pro. 


dies for one vrievan e¢ we ought to have been con- , position having been uunoliced for bine months de- 
tented with applying ercher, but not both, by the same , fore the American government, the act of parliament 
order in council.” Lof July, 1825, was passed. 

The only measure vhich is mew in the order in The American legislature had cognizance of that 
council, is the interd tion of the trade between the | act from the commencement of its last session. It 
British West India coloniesand the United States, of- | had also cognizance of the specific proposals ofiered 
ter a specified period he dutics on American ship- | by the British government, in 1824. Farther, there 
ping, mentioned tn tha order, are not new. They | was brought under its consideration, by one of its 
were imposed by an order in council, in 1823. and) members a pesolutiots: for repealing the discriminat- 
have been constantly les'ed since thattime. They sing duties. 
are again mentioned in t)~ present orderin council. | The session, however, ended, without the enact- 
only for the direction of ‘he Britush eustom house | ment of any ixw for repealing or relaxing the restrie- 
officers in the West Indie:, «ho, if those duties bad. tions of the act of congress, of 1823, and with the re- 
net bees mentioned as still eaisting, night have ima- | jection after debate, of the resosuiion fur the repeal 
gine! {1em to be superseded. ‘of the discriminating duties, 

The history of these duties ts simply this. On the | To come next to Mr Gallatin’s allegation, thatthe 
first of March 1823, a law ‘ves passed by the United } discriminating duties are our only cause of complaint; 
States, which directs an alien ity to be levied mpon, that, in offer respects, Great Britain is placed by the 
British ships and cargoes coming rom the British W.) United States on the footing ot Ue most favered nation, 
India colonies. “untii proof shail be given, to the sa- | in her intercourse between her West India colonies 
tisfaction of the presidentef the i n.ied Siates, that | aud the United States. 
no other or higher duties of ton ace or impust, and | Mr Gatlatin, in making this averment, appears to 
no other charges of any kind, eexacted im the | overlook unolher enacunent, contained in the same 
Beitish colonia! ports,upon the ve o's of the United | act of congress which imposed the diseriminating 

tates, and upon any goods, wares or werchandise there- | duties; an cuactment hardly less injurtous to the 

| 


tn imported from the United States, t:0 apou British | commerce and navigation of Great Briain. That en- 
vessels entering (he same ports, ani upon the Lhe | ectwent, in substance, provides, Khat no British ship 
goods, wares, and merchandise imporied m such vessels | entering an American port from the United fing. 


FROM ELSEWHERE ” dom, or from ang other [ritish possession, execent 
«The British government at first misapprehended | directly from the West India colonies, shall be allow- 
the import of tLe term ‘from elsew conceiving | ed to clear from any portof the United States icc 


ito ‘apply to’ foreign countries alone, and not toy any of thoge colonies. 
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If it is intended to be maintained that, because the 
British act of 1822, permits only a direct trade be- 
tween our colonies and the United States in American 
ships, the prohibition of a trade through the United 
States between the mother country and her colonies 
is, therefore, fir reciprocity, that position resolves 
itselfin effect into the first of the three arguments 
into which Mr. Gallatin’s statement has been divid- 
ed, and may be comprehended in the same answer. 
It furnishes a striking illustration of the general mis- 
conception whieh has already been noticed as per- 
vading Mr. Gallatin’s note, in respect to the charac- 
ter of colonial trade. 

To allow a foreign ship to enter colonial ports at 
all, and upon any terms, is a boon; to withhold from 
a ship of a country having colonies, trading from the 
mother country to a foreign state, under a regular 





~ ome 
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ment and legislature of the United States to meet 
(as other nations have done) the simple and direct 
provisions of the act of 1825, the British govern. 
ment cannot consent to enter into any renewed nego- 
tiation upon the intercourse between the United 
States and the British colonies, so long as the pre- 
tension recorded in the act of 1823, and there appli- 
ed to British colonies alone, remains part of the law 
of the United States. 

But the British government further owes to the 
spirit of frankness which it wishes to cultivate in al! 
its relations with the United States, to declare, that, 
after having been compelled to apply to any country 
the interdict prescribed by the act of 1825, the Bri- 
tish government cannot hold itself bound to remove 
the interdict, as a matter of course, whenever it 
may happen to suit the convenience of the foreign 


treaty between the two countries, the right of clear- | government to reconsider the measures by which the 
ing for another port belonging to that mother country | application of that interdict was occasioned. 


in another part of the world, is an injury. 

That right has been denied to Great Britain by the 
United States; not perbaps in contradiction to the 
letter, but undoubtedly in deviation from the spirit 
of the treaty of 1815. It is aright which existed, 
and was éojoyed before the treaty cf 1815 was fram- 
ed; ata period. that is, when no claim to any trade 
with our colonies had been even whispered by the 
United States; and it could not, therefore, be, by 
any just reasoning, connected with that trade, or 
made dependent upon it. It is a right which triend- 
ly nations, traSicking with one another, are so much 
in the habit of allowing to each other, that it is exer- 
¢cised as matter cf course, unless specifically with- 
holden. The colonial trade, on the contrary, by the 
practice of all nations having colonies, is a trade in- 
terdicted, as a matter of course, unless specifically 
granted. 

Jt must not be forgotten that this enactment, found- 
ed professecly on the limitations of the British act of 
parliament of 1822, is continued fourteen months af- 
ter the passing of the British act of 1825, by which 
the limitations of 1822 were done away. Since which 
5th of Jannary, 1826, a0 American ship trading to a 
British West India colony, may clear out from thence 
to any part of the world, the United Kingdom and 
tts dependencies alone excepted. But the British 
ship in the American port stiii remains subject to all 
the restrictions of the American law of 1823, pro- 
hibiting a trade through the United States, between 
the mother country avd her West India colonies. 

Mr. Gallatin, in his note of the 26th August, 
states: that “it is well known that the delay in re- 
newing the negotiation upon the subject of the colo- 
nial intercourse, on principles of mutual accomoda. 
tion, is due to causes not under the control of the 
United States, principally to the state of the health of Mr. 
King.” 

Upon this point, the undersigned has only to ob- 
serve, that vo intimation that Mr. King had received 
instructions which would have cnabled him to resume 
the negotiation, was ever before communicated to the 
British government. On the contrary, the only com- 
munication at all relating to this matter which has 
ever reacbed him in aoy authentic shape, was in a 
despatch from Mr. Vaughan, dated the 22d of March 
last, wherein thal minister states: that **Mr. Clay had 
informed him that he should not be able te furnish Ur 


* King with his instructions before the end of the month 


“of May, to enable him to re-commence the nego- 
* tiation.” 
But, whatever may be the date or tenor of the in- 


Itis not made matter of complaint, by the British 
government, that the United States have declined 
conditions, which other nations have thought worthy 
of their acceptance 

It is on the other hand, not the fault of the Britisk 
government, if the United States have suffered the 
time to pass by, at which it might have been an ob- 
ject of greater importance to this country 10 induce 
the United States to come into their proposals. 

The United States exercised, upon this point, a free 
judgment, and they can, on their part, have no rea- 
son to complain that Great Britain, after allowing 
ample time for maturing that judgment, is contented 
to abide the result of their decision. 

The undersigned requests Mr. Gallatio to accept the 
assurances oi his high consideration. 

GRORGE CANNING. 

Forcign office, Sept 11, 1826. 

P. S. The undersigned, on reading over the pre- 








ceding observations, finds that he has omitted to no- 
tice one or two subordinate points touched upon ir 
Mr. Galiatin’s note of the 26th of August. 

The first relates to the trude between the United 
States and the British possessions in the East Indies; 
the second, to the intercourse, by inland navigation, 
between the United States, and the British posses- 
sions in North America. 

With regard to the former, it is only necessary to 
state that the trade with the East Indies remains 
upon the fooling on which it was established by the 
conventions of 1815 and 1818, with which conven- 





that the provisions of that order are not intended in 
any way to interfere, 

In respect to the second point, relative to the in- 
tercourse by inland navigation, between the United 
States and the British, North American provinces, 
the undersigned begs to inform Mr. Gallatin, that 
that intercourse, so far a& relates to the Canadas, is 
regulated by the act of partiament of 1825, by which 
the same duties are expressly imposed on the vessels 
and boats of the United States, importing any goods 
into either of those provinces, as are or may be, for 
the time being, payable in the United States of Ame- 
rica, on British vessels or boats entering the harbors 
'of the state from whence such goods shail have been 
; 
| 
| 


| 
| tions it is expressly stated, in the order in council, 
! 


inported. 

The discrimivating duties, besides, only apply to 
trade by sea: and if, in any instance, they have been 
levied upon American goods brought into his majesty’s 
| possessions by inland navigation, or on the boats and 
vessel3 employed in that navigation, there will be ro 


' 


structions under whieh Mr. Gallatin acts, he wiil | diflieulty in directing the amount so Jevied to be re- 
bave collected from this note that, alter all that lias | peid, unless it should appear that the like duties had 
passed upon the subject of colomial intercourse, and | been tevied in the American ports, vpon the inland 

‘ 


especialiy after the advised omission by the govern 
| u 


navigation and trade of the British provinces. G.C 
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